
Tenth Meeting of MOWLAC 
Regional Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean 

UNESCO Memory of the World Program 
Costa Rica, December 7 to 11, 2009 

______________________________________________________ 

Under the auspices of UNESCO, the Costa Rican Commission for Cooperation with UNESCO and the 
General Directorate of Costa Rica’s National Archives, the Tenth Meeting of the Regional Committee for 
Latin America and the Caribbean of the Memory of the World Program (MOWLAC).  

 

The meeting was attended by the current Committee members: Jaime Antunes da Silva (Brazil), Chair, 
Elizabeth Faye Watson (Barbados), First Vice-Chair; Marcela Inch Calvimonte (Bolivia), Second Vice-Chair; 
Virginia Chacón Arias (Costa Rica), Rapporteur; Isidro Fernández–Aballí Maspons (UNESCO), Secretary; 
Berarda Salabarría Abraham (Cuba); Diane Gail Saunders (Bahamas); Marietta Margot Thomas (Saint 
Lucia); Ricardo Elizondo Elizondo (Mexico) and Ximena Cruzat Amunátegui (Chile). Newly appointed 
members also attended: José Bernal Rivas Fernández (Costa Rica); Alicia Casas Rodríguez (Uruguay); 
Myriam Mejía Echeverri (Colombia); Vítor Manoel Marques da Fonseca (Brazil); Winsome Hudson 
(Jamaica); and as special guests, former Committee members: Lourdes Blanco de Arroyo (Venezuela) and 
Rosa María Fernández de Zamora (Mexico). The inaugural ceremony was led by the Executive Secretary of 
the Costa Rican Commission for Cooperation with UNESCO, Mrs. Martha Sánchez González; Chair of the 
Regional Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean of the Memory of the World Program of UNESCO, 
Mr. Jaime Antunes da Silva; Counselor for Communication and Information of UNESCO for the Caribbean, 
Mr. Isidro Fernández-Aballí Maspons; Minister of Culture and Youth, Mrs. María Elena Carballo Castegnaro 
and the Minister of Education and President of the Costa Rican Commission for Cooperation with UNESCO, 
Mr. Leonardo Garnier Rímolo. 

1. Welcome and organizational issues 

After the inaugural ceremony, Mr. Antunes opened the working session by welcoming all participants and 
clarifying that members joining this year will act as observers, entitled to speak but not vote. 

2. Approval of the Agenda by Isidro Fernández–Aballí Maspons 

The meeting agenda (attached) was reviewed and approved. It was agreed to add one point at the end of 
Tuesday, December 8: Report by Mrs. Lourdes Blanco. 

3. Introduction of new members 

The new members were introduced: Winsome Hudson, Alicia Casas Rodríguez, Vítor Manoel Marques da 
Fonseca, Myriam Mejía Echeverri and José Bernal Rivas Fernández. 



4. Review and fulfillment of agreements from the Nassau meeting. 
The University of Colima will continue updating the MOWLAC Website, and it is suggested for national 
committees to use free Internet tools such as Facebook to create a network for interactive exchange of 
information. 
UNESCO in Kingston contributed $4000 (four thousand dollars) to the National UNESCO Commission of 
Barbados for the meeting of the International MOW Program Committee in that country last July. 
Regarding functions of regional MOW committee members, it is clarified that each is on their own behalf and 
not in representation of their country and that they also act as advisers to the International Committee in 
regard to proposed nominations from their corresponding region. 
Mr. Antunes refers to the agreements reached at the International Committee meeting in Barbados, regarding 
the eleven proposals by Latin America and the Caribbean, commenting that the International Committee does 
not recognize MOWLAC’s regional advisory role. Lourdes Blanco adds that, in her experience, belonging to 
the Register Sub-Committee, which advises the International Committee, the endorsement of applications by 
National or Regional Committees is in fact considered. Mrs. Saunders and Mrs. Thomas comment that this is 
a Regional Committee and its work must remain circumscribed to the region, since any country that wishes to 
send its proposals to the International Committee may do so. Mr. Fernández Aballí reiterates that any country 
is free to submit its applications directly to the International Committee, but the MOWLAC Committee is an 
advisory body, with specialists who can support any country of the region so its submissions to the 
International Committee will be more successful. 
Mr. Antunes comments that the forms for regional applications must be reviewed, and that new members 
should evaluate whether they want to continue with these standardized forms or prefer to change the way of 
submitting proposals. 
Mrs. Ximena Cruzat Amunategui and Mrs. Rosa María Fernández de Zamora comment that the offer of their 
countries to host the next meeting of this Committee is being considered, but they cannot yet confirm whether 
this will be possible. In the case of Chile, due to their upcoming changeover of the national government, no 
answer could be given prior to March 2010. 

5. Report on the two MOW Workshops and the last meeting of the International Advisory Committee 
held in Barbados (2009), by Elizabeth Watson. 

Mrs. Watson reports that a workshop prior to the International Committee meeting was held on July 27 and 28 
in Barbados. That workshop was to help participating countries prepare national, regional and international 
nominations, according to established guidelines. Mrs. Watson urges this Regional Committee to adopt this 
methodology. At the International Committee meeting, practically all recommendations by the Register Sub-
Committee were accepted. However, two proposals from Brazil, one from Belize and one from Mexico were 
not accepted. She adds that Barbados was congratulated for organizing the meeting so well. Mrs. Chacón 
recalls that, since the meeting in Río de Janeiro in 2007, when it was agreed, there has been a Register Sub-
Committee for MOWLAC comprising Mrs. Elizabeth Watson and Mrs. Marcela Inch, who receive 
submissions according to their native languages, study them and convey their recommendations. Further, to 
strengthen MOWLAC, contact with former members of this Regional Committee should be maintained. 

6. Report by Committee members on MOW activities in the countries they oversee. 

6.1 Chile: Ximena Cruzat reports that the MOW National Committee is temporarily weak, because the 
Directorate of Libraries, Archives and Museums is not represented. This year the National Committee has not 
operated, but advisory assistance has been provided to the National Library to submit nominations. Work is 
underway to improve the National Committee’s situation as soon as possible. 
6.2 Colombia: Myriam Mejía reports that, prior to attending this meeting, she investigated in her country 
regarding the situation of the Memory of the World Program and it seems that the National Committee has 
not been officially created. They hope to normalize the situation this coming year. 
6.3 Virginia Chacón Arias presents the reports on Central America and Panama, commenting that although 
she requested reports on the work of all Committees, Panama and Honduras never answered. 
a) Guatemala: This Committee remains very active and has a sizable membership. They have visited public 
institutions, providing advisory assistance and training; and sensitization activities regarding document 
conservation. 



b) Nicaragua: Multiple activities have publicized the Archive of the Literacy Crusade, which is on MOW 
Regional and International Registers. Other work has involved nominating the works of Rubén Darío. The 
Committee expressed concern regarding the status of Honduras’ documentary heritage in view of the coup 
d’état. 
c) El Salvador: The Salvadoran Committee was restructured last June. They prepared an application on “The 
legacy of Salarrué”, they have worked with institutions involved in heritage protection and are restructuring 
the Committee’s Website. 
d) Costa Rica: After three years of circulating invitations to the MOW National Register, the workshop on 
how to submit applications, and the seminar given in Costa Rica by Mrs. Rosa María Fernández, submissions 
were received in 2009, analyzed, and three were registered, fonds and collections from the University of 
Costa Rica, ICECU and the National Archives. The Committee also met on several occasions to organize this 
meeting, publicize national and international invitations, etc. 
6.4 Mr. Antunes reports that this Committee in Brazil comes under the Ministry of Culture. It has 15 
members. In 2007 they received 17 applications, of which ten were registered. In 2008, 27 applications were 
received, and ten registered. On December 17, the Committee will give out diplomas for the ten submissions 
approved in 2009. He also reports that the Website of the National Archives of Brazil 
(www.arquivonacional.gov.br) includes the Committee’s activities, but in 2010 its own Website will be 
developed. They plan to make a large display in 2012 (for the National Committee’s fifth anniversary), with 
documents from all fonds and collections recognized as Brazil’s Memory of the World heritage, and some of 
the custodians of these fonds and collections are beginning to publish products, such as books. 
6.5 Barbados: Mrs. Watson tells about the workshop held in her country last July, and the two nominations 
successfully submitted to the International Committee and advisory support provided to other countries of the 
Caribbean. She tells of the difficulty some small Caribbean countries may have as recently-formed States, 
without too much documentary heritage and therefore not too interested in forming national committees or 
submitting regional or international applications. 
6.6 Cuba: Mrs. Salabarría reports that this Committee is active and has 18 members. In the period being 
analyzed, the World Register approved the Noticiero ICAIC Latinoamericano collection and submitted a 
proposal for the From the Amazon to the Caribbean fond from the Antonio Núñez Jiménez Nature and Man 
Foundation to the Regional Register. This year, the National Register included the Hotel Nacional fond, the 
Economic Society of Friends of the Country, the Nicolás Guillén fond, the Francisco Ortiz fond and personal 
archives of Sánchez Gobín. In April, the President of the National Committee gave the Institutional System of 
Culture Archives a lecture on the Memory of the World Program, attended by outstanding celebrities, 
including the President of the Cuban National Commission for UNESCO and a representative of UNESCO’s 
Regional Culture Office for Latin America and the Caribbean. 
6.7 Bolivia: Mrs. Marcela Inch reports that the National Archives and National Library have publicized the 
Program in various activities. They are working on two submissions. 
6.8 Bahamas: Mrs. Saunders comments that, since this Committee met in the Bahamas, the National 
Committee has received a new impetus, expanding to six members. She discussed previous nominations by 
the Bahamas, accepted by the International Committee. No new submissions have been received. She hopes 
that there will be renewed interest in making proposals. 
6.9 Saint Lucia: Mrs. Thomas comments that the Committee has worked well, preparing a proposal that will 
be presented to the International Committee on religious murals by a Saint Lucian painter. She adds that they 
attended the Workshop given in the Barbados last July. They are working on another nomination for the 
documents of a playwright and other local characters. 
6.10 Jamaica: Mrs. Hudson comments that the Committee was created in the year 2000, and reactivated in 
2008; she currently chairs it. They also assisted with two proposals that were reviewed at last July’s Barbados 
Workshop. 
6.11 Mexico: Mrs. Fernández and Mr. Elizondo comment that the Mexican Memory of the World Committee 
has existed since 1996. After a short period of inactivity, the Committee has been reinforced. According to its 
Regulations, it has 13 titular and four ad hoc members. Mexico has eight collections or fonds registered on the 
International MOW Register, fourth-place worldwide. They also have works registered on their national and 
regional MOW registers. In 2009 the Committee met three times, and sent out the third invitation to make 
proposals for the National Memory of the World Register for Mexico, receiving nine proposals, all quite 
interesting, but only two were registered, because the other seven must be improved. The National 
Committee’s Website will be updated. 



7. Report by Lourdes Blanco, member of the Register Sub-Committee of the International MOW 
Committee: 

The MOW Program Guidelines were drafted by Raymond Edmonson, who has written another document 
entitled: “Companion to the Memory of the World”, shared in a Spanish summary to participants, to help 
understand and apply the criteria, in addition to including interesting aspects such as frequently asked 
questions. For example: in Archives, it can be a single document or thousands of documents, but the 
documents’ coherence (logical unity) is very important. She also mentioned the sixth criterion incorporated – 
social / spiritual / community significance – which is very important to remember. This criterion was drafted 
by the current Chair of the International Committee, Mrs. Roslyn Russell. 

8. Approval of nominations for the Regional Register:  

a) “Fifty years in fifty minutes” from Mexico. Mrs. Chacón, Mrs. Saunders and Mrs. Inch reviewed the 
proposal and considered that it is not ready to register, but it would be good for the sponsors to improve it and 
resubmit it to the Committee. It is of a regional nature, but the information must be completed in fuller detail. 

Agreement 1: Notify Mr. Roberto Greco of the Bilbatúa Brothers Cinematographic Cultural Center that the 
archive entitled “Fifty years in fifty minutes” was not accepted for the Regional Register of MOWLAC, 
because it is incomplete, omitting significant aspects such as its importance for the region. 

b) “Collection of documents of Presbyter Dámaso Antonio Larrañaga” from Uruguay. Mrs. Cruzat and Mrs. 
Watson comment about the interesting life of Presbyter Larrañaga, but it will be necessary to complete some 
parts of the submission, especially clearly showing relevance and significance for the region, aspects of 
conservation and action plans. They also stress the importance of its contents. The submission must 
emphasize aspects of rarity, relevance, etc, and that the work is unique and irreplaceable. The first page of the 
submission is crucial and reflects the nomination’s impact, 

Agreement 2: Registration is approved for the “Collection of Documents of Presbyter Dámaso Antonio 
Larrañaga” of Uruguay in the Regional Memory of the World Register for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
on a provisional basis, until the nomination completes the document that will be requested from the sponsor, 
who will be given a three-month deadline (30 March 2010). If not reformulated correctly, it will not be 
registered. 

c) “Historical diary of all events occurring during the actions in Sicasica and Ayopaya during the war of 
independence in the Americas, from 1814 through 1825” from Bolivia. Mr. Elizondo comments that the 
document is fascinating, first written as a diary, then turned into memoirs by the author, and now qualifying 
as chronicles. The topic is the details of the war for independence from Spain, during the second decade of the 
19th century. The document was filed away for one hundred years. Its authenticity is evident, because of the 
paper, ink and the data themselves. The topic is of regional value, for several nations that fought for their 
independence. It contains highly informative drawings: architecture, clothing, population, geography, urban 
design, etc. Mrs. Saunders comments that the proposal contains good description and is undoubtedly a 
document of regional influence. Suggestions are made about the importance of making a full, accurate 
translation into English. 

Agreement 3: Registration is approved for the “Historical diary of all events occurring during actions in 
Sicasica and Ayopaya during the war for independence in the Americas, from 1814 through 1825” from 
Bolivia, in the Regional Memory of the World Register for Latin America and the Caribbean. 

d) “Education and assistance for women in the history of Latin America and the Caribbean: Fond from 
Schools” from the Historical Archives of San Ignacio de Loyola, Vizcaínas School of Mexico. Mrs. Inch 
comments that this proposal is impeccable, having adequately filled in all required parts of the Application 
Form, and that the contents (involving seven documentary fonds regarding education, especially for adult and 
abandoned women in a lay institution) are very important. She adds that it is a regional referent for countries 



that have lost documentation about educational processes, and will be useful for comparative studies in this 
area. Mrs. Inch also requested an analysis of Subsection 3.3 of the Regulations for submissions to the 
Memory of the World Register for Latin America and the Caribbean, which states that a proposal including 
various fonds cannot be accepted – which is the case for this submission. Mrs. Thomas says that the proposal 
seemed confusing to her, among other reasons because it says it is one fond and then refers to various fonds. 
She feels that this must be cleared up regarding what is being proposed. She feels it is interesting and 
significant for Latin America. The documents submitted are thoroughly discussed regarding this imprecision 
and apparent contradiction. Depending on this clarification they may be registered or not, although in general 
they are very interesting and of regional influence. 

Agreement 4: Registration is approved for “Education and assistance for women in the history of Latin 
America and the Caribbean: Fonds from Schools” from the Historical Archives of San Ignacio de Loyola, 
Vizcaínas School of Mexico in the Regional Memory of the World Register for Latin America and the 
Caribbean, on a provisional basis, until the nomination clarifies the data as requested, for which the applicant 
will be given a three-month deadline (30 Marcy 2010). This Committee’s Chair will send these suggestions to 
the applicant. 

e) “In a canoe from the Amazon to the Caribbean” from Cuba. Mr. Antunes considers that this is a good 
proposal. It is a fond from 1987 to 1989 from an expedition highlighting life in the Caribbean and the 
Amazon region: reliving discovery of the Caribbean and its islands, doing historical research and contributing 
to Latin American and Caribbean unity. The expedition passed through twenty countries along a route over 17 
thousand kilometers long, over rivers, making contact with groups native to the Amazon region and the 
Caribbean. The documentary fond distills the region’s culture and inhabitants, ancestral traditions and 
adaptation to change. It contains documents and museum objects, a video of preparations and contacts with 
the peoples, negatives, photographs and slides, diaries and documentaries that were made. The fond is 
copyrighted and owned by the Antonio Núñez Jiménez Nature and Man Foundation. Mrs. Thomas considers 
the submission very good, requiring only a few corrections in the translation to English. The canoe and other 
museum objects cannot be included because they are not allowed according to the MOW Program. 

Agreement 5: Registration is approved for the documentary fond “By canoe from the Amazon to the 
Caribbean” from Cuba, in the Regional Memory of the World Register for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
though sponsors must leave the museum objects out. 

f) “Legacy of Salarrué” from El Salvador. Mrs. Watson and Mrs. Inch consider that this proposal is not 
substantial, and has no regional impact or significance. At most, it might be studied for the national level, but 
they feel it cannot be registered under this Committee. 

Agreement 6: Registration is rejected for the “Legacy of Salarrué” fond from El Salvador, because it does 
not show any regional impact or significance. 

g) “ICECU questions and answers collection” from Costa Rica. Mrs. Salabarría considers this an interesting 
proposal, portraying Central America’s social reality over the last 40 years. Only the text documents are 
proposed, without the recordings of the radio programs, which ought to be included, too. It should be 
reformulated, following the form, and completing the information. Mrs. Cruzat adds that, while following the 
form, an effort should be made to summarize it. The classification system should also be clarified, and a 
broader sampling of the types of questions and answers provided. Further, the expert opinions should be 
enhanced by others who are independent, emphasizing topics regarding the world-view of the people who 
have participated in the Program. The experts should be independent, not related with ICECU, and the 
translation into English should be improved. The contents are very interesting, and the conservation of the 
building and the fond in general is of some concern. Sponsors should be urged to include a management plan 
with a timetable of actions to better preserve the documents. 

Agreement 7: Registration is approved for the documentary fond of the “ICECU questions and answers 
collection” from Costa Rica, in the Regional Memory of the World Register for Latin America and the 
Caribbean on a provisional basis until the requested clarifications and corrections have been made, for which 



a three-month deadline is granted (30 March 2010). The Regional Committee Chair will send these 
suggestions to the applicant. 

h) “Historical Videotheque of Bolivia”. Mrs. Cruzat comments that this proposal of 600 hours of video from a 
private entity is unfinished and poorly drafted. It does not meet several requirements for the form, adequately 
illustrate the documents’ contents, or justify a regional impact. Mrs. Thomas comments that the description is 
incomplete and insufficient, and the version in English has part in Spanish. In general, she agrees with Mrs. 
Cruzat’s appraisal. This proposal was received at the last minute and was not submitted to the Chair of the 
Committee or to Mrs. Watson in an English version. 

Agreement 8: Registration is rejected for the Historical Videotheque of Bolivia fond because it has not 
included significant information in the descriptive summary, indicated, regional impact, or met other 
requirements set in the invitation for proposals. This agreement will be conveyed to the applicant by the Chair 
of this Committee. 

Agreement 9: As of 2010, no proposals will be accepted that have been mailed later than 31 August each 
year. 

Mrs. Watson reminds the Committee of the agreement that fonds registered in the International Memory of 
the World Register must be registered in the Regional MOW Register. This involves those from the 
Caribbean: Farquharson’s Diary (Bahamas), Federal Archives (Barbados), Nita Barrow Collection 
(Barbados), Catechism in Papiamento (Curaçao), Slave Baptism Records (Dominican Republic), and 
Documented History of Resistance and Struggle for Human Rights (Dominican Republic). 

9. Role of the MOWLAC Committee in preparing nominations for the International Register 

Mr. Antunes summarizes a series of issues discussed during the meeting regarding this topic: 

a) Review of regulations and documents for Invitation for Proposals. 
b) Preparing a glossary to improve clarity. 
c) Review of membership for the Register Sub-Committee. 
d) Possibility of meeting every two years, or continuing yearly meetings to reinforce Program visibility. 
e) Need to enforce timeframes, formats and requirements for submitting proposals. 
f) Role of this Committee in advising proposal sponsors at the regional and international level and 
strengthening bonds with National Committees. 
g) Importance of proposing workshops to improve drafting of proposals (as the Caribbean countries have 
done). 
h) Encourage countries of the region who submit proposals to the International Committee, to also send them 
to the Regional Committee. 

Mr. Fernández – Aballí comments that it is important for members of the Committee to participate actively in 
their own countries to publicize the Program and encourage people who have been involved in the past to 
continue collaborating. 

10. Venue for the next meeting 

There is a proposal to hold it in Mexico, so Mrs. Fernández and Mr. Elizondo will follow up on this 
possibility and confirm to the new Chair and to Mr. Fernández – Aballí. Tentative dates would be late 
November or early December. The second alternative is still Chile, and Mrs. Cruzat will follow up in her 
country. Mr. Elizondo proposes to take advantage of these meetings to address issues of professional interest; 
and discusses the importance of taking private entities into account. 

11. Miscellaneous matters 



- Mrs. Chacón discusses the possibility for the Costa Rican Commission for Cooperation with UNESCO to 
submit a project under the UNESCO participation program, which could be a workshop for National 
Committees to improve drafting of submissions, combined with the topic of conserving digital documents. 
The proposal is considered very valuable, and Mrs. Hudson expresses her interest in including Caribbean 
countries if digital document conservation will be covered. 

- Mrs. Chacón expresses her satisfaction and pleasure at having such distinguished friends and colleagues at 
such an important, successful meeting, reiterating that she will be pleased to help the new members and that 
having been part of this Committee was a great satisfaction and learning experience. 

- Mr. Antunes reiterates the above sentiments and offers his assistance to the new Committee members, and 
that of the National Archives of Brazil, if events of shared interest are to be organized. He asks what to do 
with the MOWLAC files from these four years, which are in Brazil and proposes for the National Archives of 
Brazil to attempt to gather the archives from previous years and keep the MOWLAC archives there. 

Agreement 10: Gather and conserve the MOWLAC Committee archives in the National Archives of Brazil 
on a standing basis. 

12. Election of new officers for the MOWLAC Committee (Chair, two Vice Chairs and Rapporteur) 

By direct, unanimous vote, the new officers of the MOWLAC Committee were elected, namely: 

Chair: Marietta Margot Thomas (Saint Lucia) 
First Vice-Chair: Alicia Casas Rodríguez (Uruguay) 
Second Vice-Chair: Winsome Hudson (Jamaica) 
Rapporteur: José Bernal Rivas Fernández (Costa Rica) 

Agreement 11: The officers of the Regional Committee are unanimously approved as follows: 

Chair: Marietta Margot Thomas (Saint Lucia) 
First Vice-Chair: Alicia Casas Rodríguez (Uruguay) 
Second Vice-Chair: Winsome Hudson (Jamaica) 
Rapporteur: José Bernal Rivas Fernández (Costa Rica) 

Mrs. Margot Thomas takes over to chair the meeting, expressing her appreciation for the support received, 
and giving the floor to the new members, who express their thanks for the opportunity and stress the 
importance of maintaining contact with outgoing members in order to take advantage of their experience. 
Mrs. Thomas thanks the outgoing members and those remaining, hoping for their collaboration and 
expressing the need to prepare a directory of all those persons who have been on the Committee since its 
creation in order to request their assistance. She expressed thanks for the collaboration received from 
observers Rosa María Fernández de Zamora and Lourdes Blanco de Arroyo and the hope that they will 
continue supporting the Committee’s work, especially in regard to creating National Committees and 
promoting new nominations. Next, sub-groups were formed, under the Committee members as follows: 

Group A: Ximena Cruzat and Alicia Casas: Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay 
Group B: Vítor Manoel Marques da Fonseca: Brazil and Suriname 
Group C: Myriam Mejía: Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela 
Group D: Ricardo Elizondo: Mexico and Panama 
Group E: José Bernal Rivas: Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and El Salvador. 
Group F: Winsome Hudson: Belize, Cuba, Haiti, Jamaica and Dominican Republic. 
Group G: Gail Saunders: The Bahamas and British island territories. 
Group H: Margot Thomas: Santa Lucia and Western Islands, Guyana and the French territories. 



Mrs. Thomas underscored the importance of knowing the dates for preparing the work plan and receiving 
work in English or French for international nominations. Revisiting the topic of the next venue, it will be 
necessary to decide prior to 30 January whether it will be Mexico or Chile, which will depend on follow-up 
with the different authorities. Mr. Marques da Fonseca reiterated the need for the next meeting not to be later 
than the third week of November. Mr. Fernández insists on the importance of deciding on the venue for 2010 
and suggests for the alternative venue to organize the 2011 meeting. He also asks Mrs. Thomas about her 
offer to also host in 2010 or 2011. Mr. Elizondo mentions that, from September to November 2010 Mexico 
will hold many activities for its Bicentennial celebrations of independence, so meeting dates will depend on 
these other activities. 

In closing, participants express their appreciation to the Government of Costa Rica, to the Costa Rican 
Commission for Cooperation with UNESCO, to Mrs. Virginia Chacón Arias and the support staff from the 
National Archives of Costa Rica, for the organization and kind hospitality received during this meeting, which 
have been decisive factors in the success attained. UNESCO is also thanked for its ongoing support for the 
Regional MOWLAC Committee’s work, wishing success to new and remaining members. 

At 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, 10 December 2009, the meeting is adjourned. 

 


