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Twelfth Meeting of MOWLAC 
Regional Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean 

UNESCO Memory of the World Program 
Montevideo, October 04 - 06, 2011 

 
 

Under the auspices of UNESCO, the National Commission for UNESCO of Uruguay, the 
Ministry of Education and Culture, the General Archives of the Nation and the Chamber of 
Representatives of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay, in the city of Montevideo, 4-6 October 
2011, in the Caucus Room of the Chamber of Representatives in the Legislative Palace, the 
Twelfth Meeting of the Regional Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean of the 
UNESCO Memory of the World Program (MOWLAC) was held. The meeting was attended by 
the current Committee members: Marietta Margot Thomas (Saint Lucia), Chairperson; Alicia 
Casas-Rodríguez (Uruguay) First Vice-Chairperson; Winsome Hudson (Jamaica), Second Vice-
Chairperson; José Bernal Rivas-Fernández (Costa Rica), Rapporteur; Isidro Fernández–Aballí 
Maspons (UNESCO), Secretary of the Regional Committee; Ricardo Elizondo-Elizondo 
(Mexico); Myriam Mejía-Echeverri (Colombia); Vítor Manoel Marques-Fonseca (Brazil); as 
special guests, former Committee members: Lourdes Blanco de Arroyo (Venezuela) and Rosa 
María Fernández de Zamora (Mexico); and incoming members: María Victoria O’Flaherty (Saint 
Kitts and Nevis), Joan Osborne (Trinidad and Tobago), Joseph Dager-Alba (Peru) and Sergio 
López-Ruelas (Mexico). The inauguration ceremony was opened by the President of the 
Chamber of Representatives, Luis Lacalle-Pou; President of the Education and Culture 
Commission of the Chamber of Representatives, Rodolfo Caram; President of the Education 
and Culture Commission of the Chamber of Senators, Constanza Moreira; Under-Secretary of 
the Ministry of Education and Culture, María Simón; UNESCO Regional Advisor, Isidro 
Fernández-Aballí; Chairperson of MOWLAC, Margot Thomas; and the Director of the General 
Archives of the Nation of Uruguay and First Vice-Chairperson of MOWLAC, Alicia Casas de 
Barrán, who referred to the importance of the UNESCO Memory of the World Program, 
especially for the region. 
 
Agenda for the Committee’s Work 
 

1. Approval of the Agenda 
2. Welcome to new members. 
3. Review of the agreements from the last meeting (Mexico City). 
4. Discussion and approval of nominations for the Regional Register. 

 
a. Aruba: “Records of births and deaths of slaves, 1840-1863”. Presented by Myriam 

Mejía. 
 

b. Brazil: “Philosophical Voyage: scientific expedition by Alexandre Rodrigues 
Ferreira in the capitaincies of Grão-Pará, Rio Negro, Mato Grosso and Cuiabá – 
1783-1792”. Presented by Winsome Hudson. 

 
c. Brazil: “Vingboons Atlas”. Presented by Winsome Hudson. 

 
d. Colombia: “Colonel Pineda’s Library”. Presented by Ricardo Elizondo. 

 
e. Peru: “Peruvian codices from the 16th and 17th centuries”. Presented by Alicia 

Casas de Barrán. 
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f. Peru: “Becerro Book”. Presented by Vítor Fonseca. 

 
g. Peru: “Original proceedings of the Third Provincial Council of Lima (1582-1583)”. 

Presented by Margot Thomas. 
 

h. Uruguay: “Archives of José Luis Massera”. Presented by José Bernal-Rivas. 
 

5. Report on the work of National Committees. The Committee members, including the new 
members, report on the activities conducted by the National Committee in their country 
and also in neighboring countries as agreed at the meeting in San José. 

 
6. Report on the Tenth Meeting of the International MOW Committee (22-25 May 2011, 

Manchester, UK). By Margot Thomas. 
 

7. Reports on the Fourth International MOW Conference (18-21 May 2011, Warsaw, 
Poland). By Margot Thomas. 

 
8. Presentation of the new version of the “Companion to the Memory of the World” book. By 

Lourdes Blanco. 
 

9. Organizational aspects of MOWLAC: 
1. Websites 
2. Certificates 
3. Register book. 
4. MOWLAC Archives. 
5. By-Laws. 
6. Retirement of the Permanent Secretary and continuity of MOWLAC. 

 
10. Elections 

 
11. Venue for the next meeting 

 
12. General issues 

 
13. Discussion of the meeting’s final report 

 
 

Mrs. Thomas proposes to change the order of the agenda and postpone discussion of items 4 b, 
c and f until the next day, since Vítor Fonseca has not yet joined the meeting. 
 
Mrs. Blanco suggests to include a report by Uruguay about the status of the Loriente Collection 
of original records by Carlos Gardel (Uruguay). 
 
1. Approval of the Agenda 

 
Resolution 1: The agenda was approved, with the sug gested additions. 
 
  
2. Mrs. Thomas welcomes the members who are joining the Committee and asks them to 

introduce themselves and outline their expectations as they join the Committee. 
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3. Review of the agreements from the last meeting (Mexico City). 
 

Regarding the candidacy of the Life and Work of Che Guevara from Cuba, it is discussed 
that there were complaints, since the certificate was not received, although the clarifications 
were made by the deadline. Regarding the MOWLAC Website, there have been difficulties, 
because the editor died and the supervisor had a serious traffic accident that kept her 
inactive for several months. However, a MOWLAC domain was registered for the Website 
(http://mowlac.org) and a webmaster is helping, so the page has been updated and made 
into a tool for the Committee’s work and dissemination of the Program. Regarding Resolution 
18, although it circulated, few candidacies were received. Finally, it is pointed out that this 
meeting is the twelfth. 

 
4. Discussion and approval of nominations for the Regional Register. 
 

a) Aruba: “Records of births and deaths of slaves, 1840-1863”. Presented by Myriam Mejía. 
This record book on slaves from 1840 to 1863 (births, deaths and relationships with 
owners) shows the relationship between the colonies and the colonial power. It is a 
unique source, which highlights its importance, and it is accessible for genealogical 
studies. Further, its conservation status has improved. Mrs. Blanco points out flaws in the 
writing and says she thinks it is not the original but a compilation of records. Mrs. Hudson 
says that the original source is in Dutch, which makes it difficult to determine how original 
it is. Mrs. Thomas opines that it should be presented together with other document fonds 
to enhance its importance, and its format should be adjusted and the translation 
improved. Mrs. Osborne asks whether it would be possible for someone to read it and 
review it to then present it to the other members. Mrs. Fernández states that the version 
she read is evidently important for Aruba but not for the region.  

 
Resolution 2: Not to accept registration of the “Re cords of births and deaths of slaves, 
1840-1863” presented by Aruba, because it must: sho w the regional importance, improve 
the translation, show its unique nature and overall  improve its consistency. 
 
 

b) Brazil: “Philosophical Voyage: scientific expedition by Alexandre Rodrigues Ferreira in 
the capitaincies of Grão-Pará, Rio Negro, Mato Grosso and Cuiabá – 1783-1792”. 
Presented by Winsome Hudson. Mrs. Hudson says that the collection is well managed, 
but that the regional significance is not explicit. Further, the original is in Portuguese, 
which makes it difficult to understand. Mrs. Thomas opines that it should be presented 
together with other document fonds to enhance its importance, and its format should be 
adjusted and the translation improved. Mr. Fonseca tells about the collection’s 
importance regarding scientific knowledge about Brazil because it involves the Amazon 
Region, and also involves several other countries, and has worldwide significance 
because of Portugal’s effort, with a vision of supra-national science, with findings officially 
shared. Mrs. Casas compared this with the Larrañaga Collection and the repercussions 
of that voyage. Mrs. Mejía compared it with the voyage by Mutis and the importance of 
biodiversity. Mrs. Hudson agrees with these statements. Mr. Dager stresses the regional 
importance, even though it is not explicit. Mr. Elizondo emphasizes the scientific nature, 
since these are systematic studies of the colonies. It is put to a vote and approved by 
seven votes. Mrs. Blanco suggests for Brazil to hold more induction workshops to 
improve the submissions. 
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Resolution 3: Registration is approved of “Philosop hical Voyage: scientific expedition by 
Alexandre Rodrigues Ferreira in the capitaincies of  Grão-Pará, Rio Negro, Mato Grosso 
and Cuiabá – 1783-1792”, on the Regional Register. 
 
 

c) Brazil: “Vingboons Atlas”. Presented by Winsome Hudson. Mrs. Hudson mentions the 
origin, topics covered, authenticity, uniqueness, good preservation, but limited access; 
further, the translation into English is not clear, and there is no certainty of its regional 
dimension. Mr. Fonseca explains its importance, because it provides information about 
the northeastern part of the country. Mr. Elizondo proposes to postpone acceptance, 
since not everyone received it. Mr. Dager says it is important to check when it what 
received, in terms of the deadlines established, and Mrs. Hudson says the same. Mrs. 
Thomas proposes not to decide on it, since it was not received in time, and suggests for 
Mr. Fonseca to let the applicants know about the need to improve the version in English. 

 
Resolution 4: It is resolved not to decide on the n omination, since the documentation did 
not arrive in time, so it was not possible for the Committee members to study it duly in 
advance. 
 

d) Colombia: “Colonel Pineda’s Library”. Presented by Ricardo Elizondo. Mr. 
Elizondo says that the “Library” is similar to others in Latin America, the 
presentation follows the requested elements, it has multiple themes and varied 
documentation (newspapers, magazines, bulletins), and is a valuable collection 
referring to Panama, Colombia and Venezuela. The collection has thorough 
references (religious information, references to literature of the period). He 
recommends it for the Regional Register, since it provides information on Gran 
Colombia and the countries that belonged to it. Mrs. Mejía adds information on its 
use to study daily life. The collection is international in nature, because it is about 
Colombia in other countries, so it is important for comparative studies. Mr. Sergio 
López-Ruelas stresses the importance of booklovers, considering Colonel Pineda 
to be a true bibliophile. Mrs. Fernández considers that the regional nature is 
clear. 

 
Resolution 5: “Colonel Pineda’s Library” is approve d for the Regional Register. 
 

e) Peru: “Peruvian codices from the 16th and 17th centuries”. Presented by Alicia Casas de 
Barrán. Mrs. Casas stresses that, being printed in Quechua and Aymara they are unique 
and whole, accessible and valuable. She recommends them for registration. Mr. López-
Ruelas says that, if they are proposed for the international register, the use of the term 
“codex” should be considered. Mrs. Mejía agrees with the presentation by Mrs. Casas 
and highlights the regional importance. Mrs. Fernández supports the above, mentioning 
the importance of grammar books in native tongues. 

 
Resolution 5: “Peruvian codices from the 16th and 1 7th centuries” is approved for the 
Regional Register. 
 

f) Peru. "Becerro Book”. Presented by Vítor Fonseca. Mr. Fonseca reports that the name is 
because of a roving protocol of notaries who accompanied the conquistadores, and this 
is the first in Spanish in South America. This record is of a different nature, covering 
several regions, so it has that dimension, especially because it refers to the period of 
conquest and colonization. It is also authentic and relevant, with a poor-quality microfilm 
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copy, which makes access difficult. It requires paleographic transcription to read it. 
Binding has helped protect it over time and therefore favors its transcription. He suggests 
to describe it using the ISAD-G standard, which is essential for a future data base. Mr. 
Elizondo stresses its importance, since it records the way towns were founded. 

 
 
Resolution 6: The Becerro Book of Peru is approved for registration. 
 

g) Peru: “Original proceedings of the Third Provincial Council of Lima (1582-1583)”. 
Presented by Margot Thomas. Mrs. Thomas says that the English version has 
problems with the writing, so she has doubts about the content and meaning. 
Mrs. Blanco clarifies about the evangelization process, a paradigmatic time in the 
history of the Church. Mr. Dager stresses the importance for South America 
because of the new standards for evangelization, in this volume bound in the 18th 
century. Mrs. Fernández makes the comparison with the Capitulations of Santa 
Fe, and suggests that the translation should be left in the archive and that the 
version in Spanish is clear. Mrs. Thomas proposes that, to register it, a suitable 
version in English is required, and proposes to request the Peru Committee to 
make the document more precise and explicit in its contents. Mrs. Mejía 
considers that the same treatment should be given as the submission from 
Aruba. Finally, Mrs. Blanco takes advantage of the opportunity to recommend for 
the document’s caretaker to provide an exhaustive description, for example 
including the type of paper. Mrs. Thomas recapitulates that the National 
Committee of Peru should be asked to improve their nomination. 
 

Resolution 7: The original proceedings of the “Thir d Provincial Council of Lima (1582-
1583)” are not approved for the Regional Register, because the version in English must 
be improved, the origin must be clarified, the risk  evaluation requires greater detail, and 
the contents must be outlined more explicitly. Mrs.  Winsome Hudson abstains from 
voting. 
 
 

h) Uruguay : “Archives of José Luis Massera”. Presented by José Bernal-Rivas. Mr. Rivas 
says that Mr. Massera was a Uruguayan intellectual and politician of the 20th century, 
outstanding in the field of mathematics. The archive has no restrictions on access and 
conservation measures are adequate. The description has taken international ISAD (G) 
and ISAAR (CPF) standards into account and he recommends it for registration. Mrs. 
Hudson says that the English version is clear. Mr. López-Ruelas highlights the regional 
impact of this intellectual and scientist. His contributions are international as stated in the 
submission and mentioned by the Vice Minister in the Committee’s opening ceremony. 
Mrs. Mejía mentions his political participation in a minority group. Mrs. Blanco considers 
that this good nomination has international potential, and is seconded by Mrs. Thomas.  

 
Resolution 7: The “José Luis Massera Archives” is a pproved for the Regional Register 
and proposed for the International Register. 
 
Mr. Isidro Fernández-Aballí revisits the discussion as to whether it is advisable to leave 
submissions pending approval when they are missing some requirement, and requests 
participants to reach an agreement about whether to eliminate the provisional category. 
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Resolution 8: The provisional category is eliminate d. Nominations will either be accepted 
or not. 
 
5. Report on the work of National Committees. 
 

a) Mrs. Alicia Casas reports that the National Committee of Uruguay was dissolved and for 
this meeting only one submission was elicited, from the University of the Republic. 
Argentina and Paraguay have no National Committee and have presented no 
nominations, despite the wealth of their bibliographic and archival fonds in those 
countries. 
 
Mrs. Rosario Quintela, secretary of the Director of the General Archive of the Nation, is 
invited to report on the Horacio Loriente collection of original disks by Carlos Gardel. 
Since Mr. Loriente passed away, that collection has been with his son. The collection is 
in the same conditions as when it was submitted in 2003. Mrs. Lourdes Blanco proposes 
that the General Archives of the Nation ought to visit the collection and make sure that 
the aims of access and dissemination are fulfilled. 
 

b) Mrs. Joan Osborne reports that, in Trinidad and Tobago, there is a Memory of the World 
Committee, which has met monthly since it was created in 2007, has made publications 
in the press to publicize its activities, has five postulations on the National Register and 
another in the international Memory. There is currently a traveling display of these fonds, 
and a calendar is being prepared with the nominations. 
 

c) Mrs. María Victoria O’Flaherty reports that Saint Kitts and Nevis has not formed its 
National Committee, but the National Commission for UNESCO will try again. The 
National Archives are looking for a suitable building. Some fonds have been destroyed 
because of lack of funding to preserve them, and there is only one nomination on the 
International Register. 
 

d) Mr. Vítor Manoel Marques-Fonseca reports that, with the support of Mrs. Lourdes Blanco, 
steps have been taken toward the formation of the National Committee in Venezuela and 
a listing has been prepared of institutions that might be interested, to hold an 
organizational event with them. Regarding Brazil, he notes that the National Committee 
has been renewed with representatives from different sectors, and the National Register 
includes approximately 50 collections. Next year, a traveling exposition will 
commemorate the National Committee’s first ten years, and there will also be a contest. 
Mr. Fonseca reports that Suriname has not created its National Committee. 
 

e) Mr. Joseph Dager-Alba reports that he is the Chairperson of Peru’s National Committee, 
which was created last year thanks to the actions taken by Miriam Mejía and her 
communication with the Ministry of Culture and the UNESCO National Commission. An 
official presentation of the National Committee and a sensitization program have created 
awareness about documentary heritage. Six applications were received, of which three 
were submitted to the Regional Committee. Criteria for the National Register are being 
prepared to publicize among different institutions and the by-laws of the National 
Committee have been drafted, on Mexico’s model. 
 

f) Mr. Ricardo Elizondo reports that Panama's National Committee is inactive. They were 
asked for a report, there is some possibility of an application, but they do not have the 
staff to prepare it. That National Committee has not met since last year. 
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g) Mr. López-Ruelas mentions that, in his country (Mexico) the MOW National Register was 
created in 1997. The National Committee has 13 titular members and five ad hoc 
members, to achieve greater dissemination. A program has been approved to raise 
consciousness among youth, their Website is under construction, sponsored by 
UNESCO’s participation program, with funding of $ 26,000.00 (twenty-six thousand 
dollars). 
 

h) Mr. José Bernal-Rivas reports that the National Committee of Costa Rica has been 
operating with support from the Costa Rican UNESCO Commission, which has provided 
physical space for meetings and its Website to disseminate invitations for entries and the 
doings of the Committee. The National University is currently preparing to submit the 
American Repertoire, an open space, by writer Joaquín García-Monge. The UNESCO 
Participation Program provided ten thousand dollars last year to hold a workshop on 
digital heritage and e-governance. In Central America, only the National Committees of 
El Salvador and Guatemala are active. 
 

i) Mrs. Myriam Mejía reports that she contacted the Colombian National Commission for 
UNESCO to introduce herself and offer collaboration, but no activity has yet materialized. 
Therefore, she communicated with several institutions and this has resulted in the 
application by the National Library. On the International Register there are two 
submissions from Colombia and the traveling facsimile sampling of the application on 
black slaves is still being prepared, to be shown at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. As 
for Ecuador, communications have been sent to the Commission, to the National 
Archives and the National Library, but no response has been forthcoming. Peru has 
created its National Committee, as reported by Mr. Dager, who is a new Regional 
Committee member. 
 

j) Mrs. Margot Thomas reports that she serves as the Chair of the National Committee and 
they have a National Register. She goes over the existing registrations and activities 
carried out, such as delivering the respective certificates for the International Register. 
She emphasizes that they enjoy support from the authorities. She mentions that she has 
been in contact with Guyana, Grenada and Dominica. 
 

k) Mrs. Winsome Hudson, reporting on Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Cuba and Belize, 
says she has no information. In Jamaica there are difficulties with funding, but they have 
a National Committee. Mr. Fernández-Aballí reports that the Dominican Republic has a 
National Committee and a National MOW Register. 
 

7. Mrs. Margot Thomas reports on the Tenth Meeting of the MOW International Committee (22-
25 May 2011, in Manchester, Great Britain), which she attended as an observer and 
reported on MOW/LAC. 
 

8. Mrs. Margot Thomas reports on the Fourth International MOW Conference (18-21 May 2011 
in Warsaw, Poland) attended by 250 persons from 71 countries, under the theme of Culture, 
memory and identities. That Conference reviewed existing Registers and the role of 
Regional Committees, among other aspects. She also remarks that the working languages 
were English and French, so it would be important to translate the documents from the 
Conference into Spanish. Mrs. Fernández remarks that Mexico took part (the Secretary of 
Mexico’s National Committee), invited by the UNESCO National Commission of Poland. In 
her opinion, the International Committee has emphasized registrations submitted by Europe, 
so she insists on the importance of having LAC representation on the Register Sub-
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Committee, to defend proposals from Latin America. She adds that the largest number of 
registrations is from Germany and, for LAC, Mexico. 
 

9. Presentation of the new version of the “Companion to the Memory of the World” book. Mrs. 
Lourdes Blanco, representative of MOW/LAC on the Register Sub-Committee, which is the 
body of the International Memory of the World Program Consultative Committee to discuss 
the formulation of submissions, describes the text, stressing the importance of linking it with 
the digital library, and the methodological value. Finally, she gave an example of the form 
used in Australia. The document is available and can be published on the MOWLAC 
Website. 

 
10.  Organizational aspects of MOWLAC: 

 
a. Website: Mr. Fernández-Aballí reports that the MOWLAC Website now has its 

own domain name. The site is maintained by the University of Colima. He 
explains the difficulties of keeping it updated, because of force majeure factors 
affecting University personnel who were responsible for this work. However, the 
Website, http://mowlac.org, is updated, except for a few minor details. The 
Website is maintained by the University of Colima with funding by UNESCO (US 
$10,000), but the current contract with that University runs out on 31 December of 
this year, and there is not any provision to continue it yet. Mr. López-Ruelas 
highlights the importance of the MOWLAC Website and adds that he will propose 
to the authorities of the University of Guadalajara and will convey the result to the 
Regional Committee members.  
 

b. Certificates: Mr. Fonseca reports that the certificates have been printed for all 
regional registrations. Mrs. Blanco calls to mind that the Regional Committee 
agreed to deliver regional certificates to all applications approved internationally. 
She adds that there is some doubt about the institutions that have received an 
international certificate but for a collection of which they have no documents on 
hand. The Committee discussed this aspect by email but she feels that there is 
no consensus yet. 
 

Resolution 9: Grant the certificate of registration  on the Regional Register only to those 
institutions or individuals that actually have docu mentary fonds of the collections or 
fonds registered. 
 

c. Register book: Mr. Fonseca reports that registration in the Regional Register book 
is pending, but can now be done because a reviewed list of all accepted 
nominations is available. 
  

d. MOWLAC Archives. Mr. Fernández-Aballí gives Mr. Fonseca a USB memory with 
archival information on the MOWLAC Program since 2007, but it is partial 
because much documentation is only on paper. The information delivered 
contains over 2000 digital photographs of MOWLAC activities. Mr. Fernández-
Aballí suggests the creation of a MOWLAC repository on the Website. Mr. 
Fonseca ratifies that the National Archives of Brazil is honored to be the trustee 
and conservator of the MOWLAC archives. Mrs. Thomas reports that she will 
deliver the documents for her period as Chair. Mr. Rivas proposes asking the 
prior chairpersons if they have documents on the Committee. 
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e. By-Laws: Mrs. Thomas says that the Regional Committee should meet annually, 
as it has so far, but that there should be an “Assembly” of all National Committees 
so they feel like an integral part of MOW/LAC, inviting them as observers and, if 
they can make it, to take part in meetings of the Regional Committee. Mrs. 
Hudson says we must take in mind that if there are more participants at these 
meetings the logistics of organizing them will get more complicated and costs will 
increase. Mr. Fernández-Aballí says that, since its creation, the Regional 
Committee’s members have numbered 27 experts from 20 countries. Mrs. 
Hudson repeated the importance of critical judgment and the advisability of taking 
advantage of the experience of former members of the Regional Committee, who 
have done outstanding work and could continue contributing, but it must be 
decided how to incorporate them into the Regional Committee’s work. 

 
 

f. Retirement of the Permanent Secretary and continuity of MOWLAC. Mrs. Mejía 
says it is important to thank Mr. Isidro Fernández-Aballí for his outstanding work 
developing the MOW Program in Latin America and the Caribbean and his role in 
founding and serving as Secretary of the Regional MOWLAC Committee, sending 
these thanks to the authorities of UNESCO and publishing them on the Website. 
Mr. Elizondo urges the national committees to send letters of appreciation to Mr. 
Fernández-Aballí, and points out the importance of his serving as a historical 
advisor for continuation of the MOWLAC Program. Mrs. Thomas feels that the 
outgoing officers should write a letter of thanks to Mr. Fernández-Aballí, and that 
the national committees can do the same, publishing it on the Website and 
sending it to the Memory of the World Program. Mr. López-Ruelas reiterated the 
need to make sure the Paris office appreciates the situation regarding Mr. 
Fernández-Aballí's retirement. 
 

Resolution 10: The Officers of the MOWLAC Regional Committee will write a letter of 
appreciation to Mr. Isidro Fernández-Aballí for his  outstanding work developing the MOW 
Program in the Latin America and Caribbean region. They will also send a letter in this 
regard to UNESCO Headquarters in Paris.  

 
 

11. Election of new Officers of the MOWLAC Regional Committee: Mrs. Thomas proposes 
discussion of the methodology to carry out the election. Outgoing members cannot vote, but 
income members can. That is, on this occasion, four persons are leaving the Committee, 
only two of whom are present, so Ricardo Elizondo and Margot Thomas cannot vote. Mrs. 
Mejía proposes the following slate: Vítor Manoel Marques-Fonseca (Brazil) as Chair, 
Winsome Hudson (Jamaica) as First Vice-Chair, Alicia Casas (Uruguay) as Second Vice-
Chair and José Bernal-Rivas as Rapporteur. Mrs. Casas does not accept and proposes Mr. 
Sergio López-Ruelas as Second Vice-Chair. Mr. Fonseca and Mrs. Mejía second the 
proposal. This is put to a vote and accepted by acclamation. 

 
Resolution 11: The following persons are the new of ficers: Vítor Manoel Marques-
Fonseca, Chairperson; Winsome Hudson, First Vice-Ch air; Sergio López-Ruelas, Second 
Vice-Chair; and José Bernal-Rivas,  Rapporteur. 
 
12. Venue for the next meeting: Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Trinidad and Tobago, will consult with 

their respective authorities and confirm their availability to host the 13th Annual Meeting of 
the Regional Committee, which should be held in October-November 2012. 
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13. General issues: Mr. López-Ruelas considers it necessary to define the functions of the Chair 
and the two Vice-Chairs. Mrs. O’Flaherty asks about the role of Regional Committee 
members and it is clarified that their function is to encourage applications at the national and 
regional level. Mrs. Mejía proposes to reorganize the regional groups. Mr. Elizondo says that 
technology can be used to incorporate experts who are not present, by teleconference or 
other means. 
 
Acknowledgments: Mrs. Thomas thanks the outgoing members for their support, thanks for 
the opportunity to have chaired the Regional Committee and expresses especially to Mr. 
Isidro Fernández-Aballí her gratitude. Then she gives the floor to each member to express a 
farewell message. She also thanks Mrs. Alicia Casas for organizing the meeting. 
 
The members of the Regional Committee thank Mrs. Alicia Casas, Director of the General 
Archives of the Nation of the Republic of Uruguay, and Mr. Mauricio Vázquez, Technical 
Secretary of the Directorate of those Archives, for the excellent organization of the meeting 
and for all the kind hospitality during our stay in Montevideo. She requests them to convey 
her thanks to the Government of Uruguay for hosting this Twelfth Meeting of the MOWLAC 
Regional Committee. 
 

Resolution 12: Thank Mrs. Alicia Casas and Mr. Maur icio Vázquez, Director and Technical 
Secretary of the General Archives of the Nation, re spectively, as well as the Government 
of the Republic of Uruguay, for their participation  and hospitality to hold the Twelfth 
Meeting of the MOW Regional Committee for Latin Ame rica and the Caribbean (MOWLAC) 

 
14. Discussion of the meeting’s final report: It is agreed not to read the draft minutes, but to send 

them to the members. The Secretariat and Rapporteur will prepare a first draft that will be 
sent out in Spanish and then translated into English. 

 
At 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, 06 October 2011, the meeting is adjourned. 
 


