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NOTE FROM ROS 

 

Dear friends and colleagues, 

Apologies to long-term recipients of the former RRMS Bulletin Board for such a long break 

between issues (especially to those whose news I have had for some time), but the size and 

range of this new-look Bulletin tells its own story. To mark a new year I have decided to 

adopt a different format (and name) for the Bulletin, and divide it into separate sections for 

easier (and more targeted) reading. 

Welcome to new readers who have not received the Bulletin before, especially my UNESCO 

Memory of the World colleagues. I seem to spend so much time and space talking about 

Memory of the World activities that I thought I would include you in my distribution list 

when there is news of the Programme to relate. 

I hope that with whatever area of my professional life you are associated, you will find 

something interesting in this Review and that it will encourage you to send me your news 

for the next one. I plan to move to a quarterly format for the Review from now on, and the 

next one will be circulated in June. 

All the best 

Ros 

Cover images: (top row) Assyrian lion, British Museum; Flask and duck-shaped huqqah, Islamic Gallery, British 

Museum; (middle row) detail of ceramic dish; and bronze animal figures, Islamic Galleries, the Louvre; (bottom 

row) ceramics on display in the Louvre’s Islamic Galleries, with Nada Itani and Lourdes Blanco behind 

showcase. 
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UNESCO Memory of the World Programme meetings December 2012 

I left Australia on 30 November for a three-week/three-continent trip to attend several 

Memory of the World meetings and events, heading first to Macau via Hong Kong for a 

UNESCO Memory of the World Studies Forum to be held there. Memory of the World 

Studies is a new initiative of the Memory of the World Programme, and its development is 

being spearheaded by Dr Lothar Jordan as chair of the Memory of the World Education and 

Research Working Party.  Dr Helen Ieong (formerly of the Macau Documentation Society 

and now with the Macau Foundation), has taken a lead in exploring how a Memory of the 

World Studies curriculum might be developed, and convened a one-day forum in Macau, 

sponsored by the Macau Foundation on 1 December 2012, to discuss this initiative with a 

range of people from cultural and tertiary institutions. This was a very successful 

introduction of the Memory of the World Studies concept to an audience from Macau and 

Hong Kong, and other parts of China. Participants from UNESCO and the Memory of the 

World Programme included Professor Dr Lothar Jordan, Ms Ellen Tise, Dr Andrea Cairola 

from UNESCO’s Beijing Office, and myself. 

 

As the current Chair of the International Advisory Committee of the UNESCO Memory of the World 

Programme, I made an opening speech at the forum. 

After the Forum we spent two days touring Macau’s cultural institutions, including the very 

impressive Macau Museum and Maritime Museum, the World Heritage-listed sixteenth-

century Portuguese town, the National Archives and the magnificent old Library. We also 

visited the San José Seminary which holds the Archives and Materials of the Macao Diocese 

from the 1550s to 1800s comprising records, correspondence, training materials and books 

documenting the development of Catholicism in the Far East, and influences on culture, 

economics and education in China and Europe, and inscribed on the Memory of the World 

Asia-Pacific (MOWCAP) Regional Register. And we also visited a Buddhist temple and were 

shown an ancient palm-leaf manuscript. I have read about and seen pictures of palm-leaf 

manuscripts many times, but there is nothing like seeing the real thing. A gentle Buddhist 
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nun did the honours there, and offered us tea and fresh fruit before unwrapping the 

manuscript from its fabric covering for us to inspect it. 

 

Lothar Jordan and Ros Russell in the library of San José Seminary, Macau. 

 

Palm-leaf manuscript viewing, from left, Helen Ieong, our Buddhist nun hostess, Andrea Cairola, Vincent Ho, 

Lothar Jordan, Ros Russell and Ellen Tise. 

 We were also treated to some amazing hospitality in one of Macau’s many grand casino 

hotels (no gambling for us though!), and watched a truly mind-boggling Cirque du Soleil 

style performance called ‘The House of Dancing Water’ (google it to see a trailer or YouTube 

video). 

Just a few days ago I received an email from Helen Ieong about a further meeting in Macau 

in relation to Memory of the World Studies. Helen writes: 

Further to the MoW Forum, that we have studied about the Macau Memory and the MoW 
Studies. After two months, the Macau Foundation has finally formed the Macau Memory 
Project, which we will stimulate the general public to participate in the project. As MoW 
Studies suggested, we will establish some special themes and invite the public to share with 
us. The themes could be:   Share “Your Macau Memory”, “Schools Memory”, “Factories 
Memory”, “Streets Memory”, etc. Therefore, we have just held a meeting with different kinds 
of associations to have their support and participating. The reaction was very active. 
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Many thanks to Helen and the Macau Foundation for their ongoing work in raising 

awareness of the importance of documentary heritage in preserving memory, and 

congratulations on achieving a considerable amount of media attention for both the Forum 

and this latest meeting. Thanks also to Emily Chan who organised all the bookings. 

 

(Left to right) Lothar Jordan, MoW Education and Research Working Party chair, Ellen Tise, Rapporteur of IAC 

Bureau, Helen Ieong of Macau Foundation, Ros Russell, and Andrea Cairola from UNESCO Beijing, with 

Macau’s dramatic casino architecture in the background. 

 

Ros, Lothar Jordan and Helen Ieong in front of a Chinese temple near the Macau Maritime Museum. 
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 The view from the UNESCO Bonvin building meeting room just before it snowed! 

From Macau I went to Paris for the Memory of the World Register Sub-Committee (RSC) 

biennial three-day meeting. The RSC had over 80 nominations to the Memory of the World 

International Register to consider, and the bulk of our time was spent in discussing these 

and formulating recommendations to go to the International Advisory Committee before its 

meeting in Gwangju, Republic of Korea, in June. 

We just had time on our last day in Paris to visit one gallery, after our meeting ended at 

around 5pm. We were lucky that the Louvre stays open until 7pm, and we were able to get 

in to see the new Islamic Galleries, which are splendid (see cover photos), and some old 

favourites, on our last day in Paris. 

 

Nada Itani (Lebanon), Lourdes Blanco (Venezuela) and Ray Edmondson (Australia) outside the Louvre after the 

RSC meeting. 
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Nada Itani with the Mona Lisa in the background. 

From Paris I went to Ethiopia for the inaugural UNESCO Memory of the World Training 

Workshop in the African Region, sponsored by the wonderfully supportive Korean National 

Commission for UNESCO. I was joined there by RSC Chair Jan Bos, Memory of the World 

Chief of Secretariat, Joie Springer, and Ray Edmondson, Chair of MOWCAP. The workshop 

was designed to enhance capacity-building in African countries in the field of documentary 

heritage by technically assisting the participants to elaborate nomination forms for the 

Memory of the world international register and provide information on the objectives of the 

UNESCO Memory of the World Programme. It was held in the Intercontinental Addis Hotel 

in Addis Ababa.   

The workshop was very successful, with many of those attending from across Africa 

presenting some impressive draft nominations which were improved over the next two 

days, so we are hoping to see at least some of these in future submission rounds for the 

African Region and international registers. We were also able to visit the National Archives 

and Library and the National Museum on the final day of our stay in Addis Ababa, where we 

saw the skeleton of ‘Lucy’, the name of the nearly complete skeleton of an Australopithecus 

afarensis. She was the first nearly complete skeleton recovered for the species, found in 

1974 at the Afar Locality (AL) 228, a site in the Hadar archaeological region on the Afar 

Triangle of Ethiopia. Lucy is about 3.18 million years old, and is called Denkenesh in 

Amharic, the language of the local people. 

Joie Springer, Hayoung Park from the Korean National Commission and I were treated by 

Eshetu Johannes, one of our Ethiopian hosts, to a ‘girls’ only’ car tour of Addis by night, and 

were taken to an amazing Ethiopian cultural restaurant where traditional – and highly 

athletic – dances were performed. On the night I left Addis for the 1.30 am (yes, you did 

read that correctly) flight to London Heathrow, the whole workshop group was taken to 

another branch of the same restaurant, for traditional Ethiopian food and more dancing 

(not, I hasten to add, by us!). 

http://archaeology.about.com/od/aterms/g/australopithecu.htm
http://archaeology.about.com/od/aterms/g/afar.htm
http://archaeology.about.com/od/aterms/g/afar.htm
http://archaeology.about.com/od/ethiopia/Ethiopian_Culture_History_and_Archaeology.htm
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Banner in the hotel where the African Region workshop was held. 

 

 

Hayoung Park and Joie Springer at Yod Abyssinia Cultural Restaurant, Addis Ababa. 
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Launch of Maria Returns: Barbados to Mansfield park  

The launch of the serial e-novel, Maria Returns: Barbados to Mansfield Park, was held on 24 

November at the home of my publisher, Bobby Graham, in Canberra. RRMS friends and 

associates in Canberra came to the launch and helped us to give the book a good start. Here 

are some photos from the event, held in Bobby’s lovely shady backyard with the sunlight 

glinting off the swimming pool, which at least one young guest made good use of. 

 

Bobby Graham and Ros at the launch of Maria Returns. 

 

Lindy Allen, Katie Russell and Melanie Eastburn. 
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Mary Hutchison and Anne-Marie Condé. 

 

A limited edition of 20 signed copies of Maria Returns was made available at the launch. 

Those who attended the launch received a printed copy of the first section of Maria 

Returns, and I am grateful for the kind remarks they have made about the story so far. I also 

received a very pleasing email about it from Susannah Fullerton, President of the Jane 

Austen Society of Australia, who is planning to review the book when it is completed, and 

has invited me to speak to the Jane Austen Society about the background to the book in 

June next year. In the meantime, the second section of the novel is now available on 

Amazon.com for Kindle readers.  
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News About people 

Welcome to Mary Beatrice Thomson 

First of all, the new year has brought a new family member to Eleanor and Michael 

Thomson in Rockhampton. Many of you will remember Eleanor, who worked here for RRMS 

and also for Museums Australia for some years in the mid-2000s. Mary Beatrice Palmer 

Thomson was born on 24 January, a third daughter and a sister to Kitty and Elsie. 

Congratulations to Eleanor and Michael. 

 

Eleanor’s Mum holds Mary Beatrice while Eleanor, Kitty (in pink bow) and Elsie look on; and Mary Beatrice 

Palmer Thomson. 

Meredith Hinchliffe 

 

Meredith Hinchliffe has recently been appointed as the part time Administrative Officer for 

the Independent Scholars Association of Australia (www.isaa.org.au), based in 

Canberra.  ISAA supports the work of independent scholars and has over 200 members from 

all over Australia.  The most active chapters are NSW and Canberra, which meet regularly, 

http://www.isaa.org.au/
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and there are also groups in Queensland, South Australia and Western Australia.  Stella 

Barber is a member of the Victorian Chapter.  See the website for more details. The annual 

conference is to be held in Canberra in October 2013, the theme being Canberra – Capital 

and Creativity. 

 Meredith is curating an exhibition of current tenants at the Australian National Capital 

Artists Gallery, to celebrate the 21st anniversary of that organisation, opening at the end of 

March. She is also curating an exhibition of work by Fred Ward, opening at the end of May 

at the Gallery of Australian Design. From the 1930s in Melbourne, Ward pioneered the 

design of simple, elegant furniture using unstained Australian hardwoods. One of Australia’s 

earliest artist practitioners, Ward had a sixty-year career that took him to Canberra in the 

1950s and followed with major commissions, including the Australian National University, 

Reserve Bank and National Library of Australia.  If anyone has any furniture he made, she 

would love to hear from you. 

Meredith continues her contributions to Friends Review with an article on ‘The Cultural 

Triangle of Sri Lanka’ for the next issue. 

Introducing Tina Faulk 

Tina Faulk is the latest writer to join our team for Friends Review. She has formerly 

contributed articles to the Friends Magazine of the National Museum of Australia. Tina 

moved from journalism to the federal Public Service and worked to publicise the very first 

National Museum of Australia exhibition, held at Old Parliament House (now the Museum of 

Australian Democracy), while the NMA was still in temporary quarters at Yarramundi 

Reach and later as a Schools Education volunteer with the NMA. Tina has contributed an 

article on the new Director of the Australian National Maritime Museum, Kevin Sumption 

(formerly of the Powerhouse Museum and then the National Maritime Museum, 

Greenwich, UK), to the upcoming issue of Friends Review. 

 

 

Tina Faulk interpreting a display in the National Museum’s Australian Journeys gallery. 
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CONFERENCES, EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS: MARCH – JUNE 2013 

April 

24 April – Institute for Professional Practice in Heritage and the Arts, Memory of the World 

Symposium, Sir Roland Wilson Building, ANU 

‘Memory of the World’: assessing the material records and links to other forms of heritage 

in international practice  

A one day Professional Update which explores our growing heritage of documentary, oral 

and visual heritage, as well as the strong links to heritage places and intangible aspects of 

heritage, with case studies from Australia and the Asia-Pacific.   This is an event in the 

Canberra and Region Heritage Festival ‘Milestones’ April 2013 

For more information go to http://ippha.anu.edu.au/events/memory-world-assessing-

material-records-and-links-other-forms-heritage-international-practice 

May 

transit – Meredith Brice   Stephen Copland   Karee S Dahl   Colin G Reaney 

6 May 6 – 10 June  2013, opening Wednesday 15 May, 6pm, at Macquarie University Art 

Gallery, Faculty of Arts, Building E11A (at the end of Eastern Rd) Macquarie University, 

North Ryde, Sydney, 2109, Tel (02 9850 7437 www.artgallery.mq.edu.au 

transit, previously showcased at The Gallery, Virginia Commonweath University, Doha, 

Qatar and the Art Gallery, NIE/NTU Singapore brings together the work of two Australian 

artist couples that have recently lived and worked in the United Arab Emirate of Sharjah, 

Meredith Brice and Stephen Copland, Karee S Dahl and Colin G Reaney. The notion of an 

itinerant art practice built upon responses to shifts and movements within the context of 

the global village is a common thread uniting the artists. Parallel exhibition program 

www.artgallery.mq.edu.au 

See attached catalogue for more information on transit. 

14 May – UNESCO Memory of the World workshop 3.30-5.30 pm; and Australian Register 

inscription ceremony, Mortlock Chamber, State Library of South Australia, 6.30pm. 

15 May – 5.30pm Nature’s Businessman – John Gould, lecture by Ros Russell, Hetzel 

Lecture Theatre, State Library of South Australia 

John Gould, known as 'the father of Australian ornithology, has had a mixed press in recent 

years. His reputation as an artist has been challenged, and he has been accused of failing to 

give sufficient credit to those who produced his famed lithographic prints of birds and 

mammals. Was Gould an egotistical monster who exploited the talents of others to achieve 

http://www.artgallery.mq.edu.au/
http://www.artgallery.mq.edu.au/
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his success? Or was he a talented naturalist and Victorian entrepreneur who was stoic in the 

face of personal tragedy? Hear historian Roslyn Russell's account of how she faced 

these questions when writing her book on Gould, The Business of Nature: John Gould and 

Australia, for the National Library of Australia. 

  

17-20 May – Museums Australia National Conference, Canberra 

 

This year’s Museums Australia National Conference will be held in Canberra from 17 to 20 

May. The conference organisers (I am on the Program Committee) have put together an 

innovative and refreshing conference program, featuring high profile speakers, social events 

and excursions. Recently confirmed keynote speakers include: Dr Michael Brand, Director of 

the Art Gallery of NSW; Michael Lynch, CEO of West Kowloon Cultural District Authority by 

the Hong Kong Government; Dr Brendan Nelson, Director of the Australian War Memorial; 

and Dr Stefan Hajkowicz, principal scientist with CSIRO. In addition to a diverse range of 

speakers, delegates can also look forward to a challenging and engaging program in about 

40 interactive sessions and workshops. The conference is great value for money – 

registration covers catering and access to free WIFI throughout the event, entry to several 

social events and excursions to many of Canberra’s leading cultural institutions.  

 Registration for MA2013 is now open with early bird prices available until 11 March. For 

further program, registration and event information visit the website www.ma2013.org.au 

or follow us on Twitter @MA_ACT2013.  

24 May – Ludwig Leichhardt Symposium, Leichhardt 200, at Brandenburg University of 

Technology, Cottbus, Germany. 

I am giving a paper at this symposium on ‘Ludwig Leichhardt and his work in Australia’, on 

behalf of the UNESCO Memory of the World Programme, to mark the bicentenary of the 

birth of Ludwig Leichhardt. 

 

 

http://www.ma2013.org.au/
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PUBLICATIONS 

Apart from Maria Returns, I have had no publications recently. Plantation to Nation: 

Caribbean Museums and National Identity, which I have co-edited with Alissandra Cummins 

and Kevin Farmer, is now at final proof stage and we hope will shortly be published by 

Conmon Ground Press.  

Nevertheless, as readers of my previous Bulletins may remember, I was able to provide 

information for a scientific paper on Antillean bullfinches, as a scientist found this photo on 

my Flickr site and has used it as evidence in his research findings. 

 

This photo of an  Antillean bullfinch opening a sugar packet at Accra Beach Hotel, Barbados 

has duly been cited in S. Ducatez, J.N. Audet & L. Lefebvre, ‘Independent appearance of an 

innovative feeding behaviour in Antillean bullfinches’, Animal Cognition, Springer, 14 

February 2013, published online. Apparently this sighting is outside the area where this 

behaviour has usually been observed. 

Nice to know that one of my photos has contributed a morsel to scientific knowledge! 
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