
8th Meeting of the Regional Committee for Latin America and Caribbean of 
UNESCO's Memory of the World Program  

______________________________________________________ 

Under the auspices of UNESCO and the Government of Brazil, hosted by the National Archives in Rio de 
Janeiro, the 8th Meeting of the Regional Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean of UNESCO’s 
Memory of the World Program (CRALC-MOW) was held from November 7th through 9th, 2007. 

 

The meeting was attended by the following Committee members: Jaime Antunes da Silva (Brazil), Chair, 
Elizabeth Watson (Barbados), Vice-Chair; Gail Saunders (Bahamas); Marcela Inch (Bolivia); Ximena Cruzat 
(Chile); Virginia Chacón (Costa Rica), Rapporteur; Berarda Salabarría (Cuba); Margot Thomas (Saint Lucia); 
Isidro Fernández-Aballí (UNESCO), Secretary; and, as special guests, Joie Springer (UNESCO), Memory of 
the World Program Coordinator from the Information Society Bureau; Rosa María Fernández de Zamora, 
member of the Program’s International Advisory Committee; Lourdes Blanco, member of the Program’s 
Register Sub-Committee and Lygia Guimarães, member of Brazil’s National Memory of the World 
Committee. Ricardo Elizondo’s absence was justified.. 

Mr. Antunes, Ms. Springer, Mr. Fernández–Aballí and Mr. Ricardo Macieira, Secretary of Culture of the City 
of Rio de Janeiro, spoke at the inaugural ceremony. 

1- Welcome and approval of the Agenda  

after the inauguration, Mr. Antunes began the Committee's work. First, the Committee members made their 
introductions and the meeting's agenda was reviewed and approved.  

2- Overview of the MOW Program by Joie Springer, Program Coordinator at UNESCO. 

Ms. Springer mentioned that the Program has now operated for 15 years, inspiring great enthusiasm. There 
are two very active Regional Committees. The Program has received its second contribution, of USD 
$30,000, from the Republic of Korea for the Jikji Prize.  

After 15 years, the Program is still mainly funded under the UNESCO budget. She mentioned other issues, 
such as the need to change the Program’s logotype, and concluded that the Program has consolidated, but its 
weaknesses must be shored up, proposing improvements and bringing communities closer to their heritage.  

Participants remarked that the possible logotype change could harm the Program's visibility. 

They insisted on the degree of importance that UNESCO grants the MOW Program, and the need to raise 
additional funds from outside UNESCO’s budget, for subsequent actions to be taken once fonds and 
collections are identified and registered. It is also important to seek creative solutions and publicize registers 
to raise awareness in each country about the documents registered by the Program. 



Agreement 1: To convey to UNESCO’s relevant bodies that the Latin American and Caribbean MOW 
Regional Committee is concerned because, 15 years after identifying the Program with a logotype, 
there is talk of changing it, thereby curtailing the Program’s identification and visibility. 

3 -Report of the meeting of the International Advisory Committee in Pretoria, South Africa, by 
Elizabeth Watson. 

The IAC meeting proposed the creation of an African Regional MOW Program Committee, for discussion by 
the interim Committee charged with reporting by December 2008. Elizabeth Watson reported at that meeting 
on activities carried out by CRALC-MOW from July 2005 through June 2007.  
She also reported on the Third International MOW Conference on Communities and Memories, to be held 
February 19-22, 208, where it will be important for some CRALC representative to attend.  
The two Regional Committees, LAC and APIA, are urged to coordinate actions and share experiences.  
Joie Springer added that each Regional Committee will continue to have a Standing Secretary 

4 - Reflections on the MOW Program (1992-2007) Present an future strategies by Rosa María Fernández 
de Zamora and Lourdes Blanco. 

Rosa María Fernández de Zamora presented a brief history of the Program and its aims of preservation and 
access, and raising people’s consciousness about their documentary heritage, as well as the structure of the 
Program’s Committees. To date, 158 collections from 75 countries comprise the International Register. It is 
important to revise the information included on International Register certificates.  
The MOW Program is not a Declaration or a UNESCO Convention, but a Program supported by the work of 
volunteers who believe in safeguarding the world’s documentary memory.  
Lourdes Blanco outlined the Program’s background, and the aims and importance of the three different types 
of registers, as well as the Technical, Marketing and Register Sub-Committees. She also referred to the 
guideline criteria; to the need for greater Program visibility and to learn from the work done by the Asia-
Pacific Regional Committee and the National Committee of Mexico. 

Agreement 2: To recomend to the relevant bodies in UNESCO for International MOW Program 
Register certificates to bear a wording sbsantiating the exceptional value of the documents registered 
and the need to protect them and facilitate access to them. 

5- Presentation of work reports by Committee members. Current status of National Committees  

a. Jaime Antunes:  

Regarding the MERCOSUR countries not represented on this Committee, Paraguay has not yet created its 
National Committee and no information is available on Argentina’s National Committee.  
As for Brazil’s National Committee, after long-standing efforts by Lygia Guimarães, it was created by the 
Minister of Culture on September 2, 2004, and its membership appointed in December 2006, to start work in 
2007. He explained its membership, internal norms, and preparation of a first invitation following Memory of 
the World Program Guidelines, accompanied by a standard form for institutions to fill in with the data on 
fonds or documents they were submitting for the register. The nomination period was three months. The 
Committee received 17 submissions, which were first examined by a three-member sub-committee to make 
sure they qualified according to invitation criteria. Then they were shared among the Committee members for 
evaluation. At their September 11 meeting, members submitted their judgments regarding the nominations 
they evaluated. Ten nominations were approved and this was announced in the press. On November 5, the 
Minister of Culture issued a resolution recognizing the ten documentary fonds for Brazil’s National Register. 
On that same date, he also approved the regulations for Brazil’s National Committee. On November 8th, with 
the CRALC-MOW members, UNESCO staff, representatives of document-holding institutions and other 
guests in attendance, the certification and registration ceremony was held for these documentary fonds. 
Further, pursuant to the regulations, the Committee may soon have funding for different activities through the 
Culture Fund, in addition to the yearly budgets of the Culture Ministry. Activities of the Program and of 



Brazil’s National Committee are published in a section of the National Archive’s Website 
(www.arquivonacional.gov.br ). 

b. Ximena Cruzat:  

She reported the recent return of 4000 volumes from Chile’s National Library to Peru’s, which had been in 
the former country since the War of the Pacific.  

National Committee of Chile’s current lines of action and dissemination activities have included information 
publicized on the Website. She suggested some minimal guidelines for all MOW Websites, and standardized 
wording for certificates granted and regulations governing them, among other aspects. 

Agreement 3: To commission Lourdes Blanco to prepare, on this Committee’s behalf, congratulations 
for the National Libraries of Chile and Peru, for the recent return of documents. To highlight this 
action in the different media available to the Program and urge other archives and libraries facing 
similar situations to follow their example. 

c. Marcela Inch:  

She commented on the actions taken in Bolivia to make the MOW Program better known and to create its 
National Committee, which has not yet been possible. Colombia and Ecuador have already done so. 

d. Virginia Chacón:  

She reported on the activities of Costa Rica’s National Committee, created four years ago by the Chair of 
UNESCO’s National Commission, including a workshop on guidelines for nomination to the Program’s 
register, attended by over 50 invited trainees and given by Rosa Maria Fernández de Zamora. Further, three 
lectures on the MOW topic were given by Ray Edmondson and Maria Eugenia Barrientos at the International 
ALA Seminar in Costa Rica, last July. National and International Register invitations were sent out, but no 
proposals have yet been received.  
As for the other countries of Central America, representatives of different National Committees were 
contacted, but the only reply received was from Mrs. Georgina Hernández-Rivas, current Chair of El 
Salvador’s National Committee, who reported that they have met sporadically since 2003 and two proposals 
were submitted at the national level in 2006 but have not yet been approved. 

e. Rosa María Fernández de Zamora  

She reported on meetings held by Mexico’s National Committee and its membership turnover. The two 
proposals submitted by Mexico for the International Memory of the World Register have been accepted. Two 
valuable document collections have also been incorporated into Mexico’s Memory of the World Register. The 
Mexican Committee was invited to share about their activities at the workshop offered during the 
International Committee meeting in Pretoria. She also presented a video on Colonial Music of the Americas, 
prepared by Aurelio Tello. She explained Mexico’s new proposal for the Regional Register and the 
suggestion to issue recommendations regarding digital heritage preservation. 

f. Berarda Salabarría:  

She reported on two meetings held by Cuba’s National Committee and future proposals for the National, 
Regional and International Registers, underscoring the regional value of the film “La Virgen de la Caridad”. 
She also mentioned about the documentary wealth about and from Ernesto “Che” Guevara, which is being 
discussed for submission to the International Committee. She mentioned other projects on documentary 
conservation and preparation of documents to create a UNESCO Chair for Archivist upgrading and 
information, as well as the December 2007 National Refresher Workshop under the aegis of the National 



Memory of the World Committee. Regarding the Dominican Republic’s National Committee, she reported its 
recent creation and membership, and some collections and fonds that might be proposed for the National 
Register. No information is available on Haiti or Aruba. 

g. Elizabeth Watson:  

Santa Lucia creó su Comité Nacional como resultado de la participación como observadores de los 
Secretarios Generales del Caribe en la reunión del Comité Regional celebrada en Barbados en 2006. 
Realizarán un taller próximamente con participantes de la zona sobre la forma de presentar nominaciones. 
Comenta sobre posibles colecciones a ser nominadas correspondientes a los países del Caribe anglófono,  

h. Margot Thomas:  

She reported details on formation of Saint Lucia’s National Committee, as an outgrowth of the 2006 Regional 
Committee Meeting in Barbados.  

i. Gail Saunders:  

Bahamas does not have a National Committee, but a group of archivists does feel that they have two 
collections of regional significance, one of which is in the process of nomination. 

6 - CRALC-MOW Website by Isidro Fernández-Aballí: 
Isidro Fernández-Aballí reported that the CRALC-MOW Website, published with the INFOLAC site, has 
over one million hits per year. The Website is hampered by the lack of any budget for someone to be 
responsible for continually updating it. It is being supported single-handedly by the Committee’s Secretary, 
who appealed for support from other members to update its information and present contents in Spanish, 
English and Portuguese. Other short-term improvements were suggested, such as placing documents on 
registration procedures directly rather than through links to UNESCO-Paris’ Website. 

7 - How to submit proposals to National and Regional Registers by Isidro Fernández-Aballí 

Isidro Fernández-Aballí summarized the main norms governing this process and agreements made in the 
previous meeting. He also presented some work proposals, for discussion by the meeting: participation in 
nomination assessment, advisory support to applicants, wording and design of the registration certification, 
and a new invitation for the Regional Register, among others. Lourdes Blanco brought with her the register 
book made with acid-free paper to keep the Regional Register.  
Elizabeth Watson proposed for the Regional Committee to form a Register Sub-Committee to suggest action 
for the Committee to take.  
Lourdes Blanco proposed a change in the Committee’s acronym to make it more comprehensible. 

Acuerdo 4: To accept the proposal to change this Committee’s acronym to MOWLAC, and use this 
acronym on the Website and all documents generated. 

8 - Presentation, analysis and discussion of four nominations proposed fur the Regional : 

8.1 Ximena Cruzat presented an analysis of the Mexican submission: “Documentation and research center of 
the Ashkenazí community of México”. She considers it to be an important, valuable collection, with linkages 
to Eastern Europe, Russia and other Jewish communities. Some headings for the contents are not clear, and 
some inconsistencies and terms should be corrected or expanded upon. However, the collection’s valuable 
contents do meet the criteria to qualify for the Regional Register. The other Committee members agreed.  

Agreement 5: Registration is approved for the Collection of the Documentation and Research Center of 
Mexico’s Ashkenazí Community in the Regional Memory of the World Register for Latin America and 



the Caribbean, on a provisional basis, until the nomination clarifies the data as requested, for which the 
applicant will be given a three-month deadline. It is also recommended for nomination to the 
International Memory of the World Register. The Regional Committee Chairman will send these 
suggestions to the applicant. 

8.2 The proposal of the film “Límite” by Mario Peixoto, presented by the Brazilian Cinemateca for the 
Regional Register, was discussed.  
The nomination should specify that the film’s music was chosen by the movie-maker. Its originality and 
authenticity should be highlighted, identifying the music’s composers, works, date of composition, date of 
original recording, and placement in the screenplay – complete technical specifications – explaining that the 
sound track has been added to the film only recently, and adding more data on the movie-maker. 

Agreement 6: Registration is approved for the film “Límite” by M ario Peixoto, submitted by Brazil’s 
Cinemateca, in the Regional Memory of the World Register for Latin America and the Caribbean, on a 
provisional basis, until the nomination clarifies the data as requested, for which the applicant will be 
given a three-month deadline. It is also recommended for nomination to the International Memory of 
the World Register. The Regional Committee Chairman will send these suggestions to the applicant. 

8.3 Mrs. Inch and Mrs. Thomas presented a summary of their assessment of the “NOVACAP Archival Fond – 
Brazil’s New Capital City”, (1892-1980), by the Public Archive of the Federal District. Marcela Inch 
remarked on its unique importance, authenticity and originality of its documents on construction of Brazil’s 
new capital, which has already been declared Heritage of Humankind by UNESCO. She added that it would 
be worthwhile to further highlight participation of well-known architects, sculptors and other such figures, 
and recommended its submission for the International Register. Margot Thomas agreed in general terms 
regarding the excellence of the proposed fond, but stressed that its name should be made more explicit, 
adding, for example, to the NOVACAP fond, the phrase: Brazil’s New Capital City. She also proposed the 
editing out of much repetitious text from the submission. She suggested to use more photographs to illustrate 
about the fond and to assess risks more specifically, improving the English-language version. 

Agreement 7: Registration is approved for the “NOVACAP Archival Fond – Brazil’s New Capital 
City”, (1892-1980), submitted by the Public Archive of the Federal District, in the Regional Memory of 
the World Register for Latin America and the Caribbean, on a provisional basis, until the nomination 
clarifies the data as requested, for which the applicant will be given a three-month deadline. It is also 
recommended for nomination to the International Memory of the World Register. The Regional 
Committee Chairman will send these suggestions to the applicant. 

8.4 The nomination of the João Guimarães Rosa Archive, 1908-1971, by the Brazilian Studies 
Institute of São Paulo University, containing personal documents and those related to his career in 
literature and diplomacy, with manuscripts of his works, and photographs of Mr. Guimarães and 
other people, was analyzed. This archive is considered very well organized and conserved, wholly 
integrated and comprising 20,000 text, photographic and sound items. However, the justification for 
its regional influence and impact of his works outside Brazil is lacking.  

  

Agreement 8: To return the nomination of the Guimarães Rosa Archive to the Brazilian Studies 
Institute of São Paulo University to ask them to suitably justify the regional influence and impact of the 
author’s work outside Brazil’s borders, especially its impact on the Latin American and Caribbean 
region, in order to resubmit it for the next round. The Regional Committee Chairman will send these 
suggestions to the applicant. 

9. Election of the Committee's Officers  



Berarda Salabarría proposed to elect Jaime Antunes definitively as Chair of the Executive Committee and 
Elizabeth Watson as First Vice-Chair. Virginia Chacón was also proposed as Rapporteur.  
Gail Saunders proposed Marcela Inch as Second Vice-Chair.  
The Committee passed these nominations unanimously. 

Agreement 9: This Committee formalized its officers as follows: Chair, Jaime Antunes, of Brazil; First 
Vice-Chair, Elizabeth Watson, of Barbados; Second Vice-Chair, Marcela Inch, of Bolivia; and 
Rapporteur, Virginia Chacón, of Costa Rica. 

10. Venue of the Committe's next meeting  

This Committee needs to meet and to issue invitations for submissions annually, in order to make give the 
Program a higher profile. The possibility of holding such meetings each October or November will be 
assessed. Both Marcela Inch of Bolivia and Gail Saunders of the Bahamas will investigate the possibility of 
holding the next meeting in October or November 2008 in one of their two countries. 

Agreement 10. The Standing Secretariat will notify all Committee members of the definite venue of the 
MOWLAC meeting in 2008, once finalized. 

Acuerdo 11. The Standing Secretariat will forward the invitation for submissions, before year-end 
2007, which should be submitted in hard copy and electronic versions in English and Spanish prior to 
July 1st, 2008. 

12. Register Sub-Committee  

Elizabeth Watson’s proposal to set up a Register Sub-Committee, to receive and review nominations in 
advance, was discussed. This Sub-Committee can request further information or corrections as needed, and 
report on its analysis to the Regional Committee. She suggested that this Sub-Committee comprise three 
members of this Committee. 

Acuerdo 12. To create the MOWLAC Committee Register Sub-Committee, with the following 
members: Jaime Antunes, Elizabeth Watson and Marcela Inch, who will perform the above-listed 
functions. 

13. Miscellaneous matters  

a. Marcela Inch thanked Rosa María Fernández de Zamora and Aurelio Tello for their 
successful nomination to the International MOW Register of the collection of Christmas 
carols by Spanish songwriters with lyrics by Sister Juana Inés de la Cruz, which are kept in 
the National Archives and Library of Bolivia, among other countries.  

b. Elizabeth Watson discussed the importance and need for this Committee to have a policy for 
fund-raising to support activities involving preservation of and access to documents 
registered as Memory of the World.  

c. Participants expressed their gratitude to the Government of Brazil, especially the National 
Archives of Brazil, their Director and staff, for the magnificent organization and hospitality 
received from them, which made this meeting a success. UNESCO was also thanked for its 
continual support of the Committee’s work.  

 


