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Minutes of the 15th Annual Meeting of MOWLAC 

Regional Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean 

UNESCO Memory of the World Program 

Puebla, Mexico, October 15 – 17, 2014 

 

 

The 15th Annual Meeting of the Regional Committee for Latin America and the 

Caribbean of the Memory of the World Program (MOWLAC) was held in 

beautiful Puebla, 15th – 17th October, 2014 at the historical Palafoxiana 

Library.  The meeting was held under the auspices of the Government of the 

State of Puebla, UNESCO’s Office in Mexico, the Mexican Memory of the World 

Committee, in collaboration with the Palafoxiana Library of Puebla with support 

from the Advisor in Communication and Information for MERCOSUR and Chile 

of the Regional UNESCO office in Montevideo, Uruguay. The meeting was 

attended by the following: 

 

 

 Committee members: 

 

1) Sergio López-Ruelas (Mexico) President 

2) 
Rita Semie Hardjomohamad 

Tjien Fooh 
(Suriname) 1st Vice President 

3) Carlos Henríquez-Consalvi (El Salvador) 2nd Vice President 

4) Joan Osborne 
(Trinidad and 

Tobago) 
Rapporteur 

5) Joseph Dager – Alva (Peru)  

6) Alfredo Boccia (Paraguay)  

7) Carlos Augusto Silva-Ditadi (Brazil)  
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In attendance: 

 

1) Lourdes Blanco de Arroyo (Venezuela) Adviser 

2) Rosa María Fernández de Zamora (Mexico) Adviser 

3) Elizabeth Watson (Barbados) Adviser 

4) Guilherme Canela – Godoi (UNESCO) Secretariat 

5) Boyan Radoykov (UNESCO) 

Head, 

Information 

Society Division - 

Universal Access 

and Preservation) 

Absent 

                                      

1) Maria Victoria O’Flaherty 
(St. Kitts and 

Nevis) 
Excused 
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The formal opening ceremony of the 15th meeting was addressed by Mr. Sergio 

Lopez-Ruelas, President of MOWLAC, and Mr. C. Miguel Hakim Simon, State 

Coordinator of International Affairs and Migrant Support of Puebla. 

 

Ambassador Jorge Alberto Lozoya-Legorreta, National Commission for Culture 

of Puebla; Mrs. Nuria Sanz, Director and UNESCO Representative in Mexico; 

Mr. Boyan Radoykov, Section Chief of the Division of Universal Access and 

Preservation, UNESCO, Information Society Division.  

 

The President gave an overview of the MOW program at the National and 

Regional levels and stressed how pleased he was with the work of the present 

Committee which resulted in a record number of twenty-three (23) nominations 

being received by the Committee for consideration at the 2014 meeting.  He 

thanked UNESCO’s Mexican office, the Governor of Puebla and the Palafoxiana 

Library for their generosity in hosting the Meeting.   

 

Mr. Boyan Radoykov said how proud he was of the Committee for their 

diligence in the MOW program. That is reflective of the vigor of the archival 

quality of Region.  He stressed the need to address the challenges posed by 

the digital age and to making ICTs an integral part of the process. 

 

Mrs. Nuria Sanz remarked that the spirit of collaboration was alive and evident 

in the work of the MOWLAC Committee.  The preservation of audiovisual 

memory was increasingly critical, as it captured the rich diversity of the Region. 

The goal was to consolidate integrated conservation of Latin American 

documentary heritage in this digital era.  During the question and answer 

segment at the end of the formal opening, the President gave a brief summary 

of the twenty-three (23) nominations to be considered by the Committee during 

the closed-door session.   
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AGENDA 

1) Welcome, guidelines and approval of the Agenda of the 15th Annual 

Meeting of MOWLAC. 

 

2) Introductions, Reports on goals and agreements of the 2013 meeting in 

Lima, Peru. 

 

3) Report on National Committees and new committees. 

 

4) Presentation by Mr. Boyan Radoykov - UNESCO Recommendations on 

Preservation of and Access to Documentary Heritage. 

 

5) Evaluation of 2014 Nominations. 

 

6) Final Discussions. 

 

 

1.0 Welcome, guidelines and approval of the Agenda of the 15th Annual 

Meeting of MOWLAC.   

 

1.1 Resolution 1 

The agenda was approved.  The President welcomed everyone to the 

meeting.  It was agreed that when Joan Osborne, Rapporteur, was 

presenting, Rita TJien would record the notes of the meeting. 

 

2.0 Introductions, Reports on goals and agreements of 2013 meeting in 

Lima, Peru.   

 

2.1 The President requested all members to introduce themselves, giving 

information about their background and participation in the MOW 

Program.  He was happy to see that the Committee had accomplished all 

the goals which were set and agreed to at the last meeting at Lima, Peru.  

One major goal was to appoint a special advisor from the English-

Speaking Caribbean to attend Committee meetings.  In that regard, he 

welcomed Ms. Elizabeth Watson from Barbados, who was selected and 

promptly agreed to accept. He said that this will give the Committee 

greater balance; everyone was pleased with this development.  



 

5 
 

There was a general introduction by all participants. Elizabeth Watson, 

retired Librarian, UWI Cave Hill, Barbados, Chair of the Barbados MOW 

National Committee. 

 

 

2.2 The President stated that the 2013 Peruvian nomination, Originals of the 

Lima Council of St.  Toribio Mogrovejo, its Archbishop, should be 

improved to be submitted for inscription to the International MOW 

Register. Joseph Dager was asked if this was followed up.  He indicated 

that it was not, although the Committee was enthusiastic about it.  

 

3.0 Report on National Committees and New Committees 

 

3.1 Joan Osborne informed the Meeting that a Pan-Caribbean meeting was 

held in Anguilla to which representatives from St. Martin, St. Kitts, 

Barbados, Grenada, Jamaica, Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago were 

invited. The new Trinidad and Tobago National Committee was approved 

by Cabinet and the inaugural meeting was held. The National Library and 

Information System Authority submitted a nomination. 

 

3.2 Carlos Silva-Ditadi, responsible for Brazil, reported that the MOW 

Committee held one (1) meeting. Workshops were held and that there 

were twenty-seven (27) collections on the National Register. He reported 

the need to improve the MOWLAC website for which he was responsible.   

 

3.3 Carlos Henríquez-Consalvi (El Salvador), responsible for El Salvador, 

Nicaragua and Guatemala reported that the Committee in El Salvador 

met every month to study nominations for the National Register and a 

public ceremony will be held to inscribe the nominations.  Nicaragua was 

invited to a Meeting and although the Archives are in a poor condition, 

there are many significant collections so they agreed to work on a 

nomination for next year.  Guatemala was contacted and they are 

preparing a nomination for 2015. 

 

3.4 Joseph Dager-Alva (Peru) responsible for Bolivia, Ecuador, and Peru, 

reported that representatives in Bolivia at the National Commission were 

very enthusiastic and they were able to submit a nomination for the 

2014 meeting. There were difficulties when there were changes in 

administration but there were nominations for the National, Regional and 
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International Registers.  The country’s organizations were bypassing the 

National Committee and submitting nominations to both the Regional 

and International Committees, which they are permitted to do.  Lourdes 

advised that in such situations there was a need to practice diplomacy.  

 

3.5 Rita Semie Hardjomohamad Tjien Fooh (responsible for Suriname) 

reported that there is a rich cultural heritage in her country. They had 

invited Elizabeth Watson to assist with training and guidance to establish 

a National Committee in Suriname. She was unable to attend the 

Anguilla workshop but the Director of Archives in Guyana participated in 

that workshop.  For the Netherlands Antilles, she planned to schedule a 

meeting with the Director of Archives in Curacao to discuss the 

promotion of the MOW program there. 

 

3.6 Elizabeth Watson reported that she facilitated a very successful MOW 

workshop in Anguilla which was attended by representatives from St. 

Martin, St. Kitts, Barbados, Grenada, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago and 

Guyana.  At the workshop guidance was given on the completion of 

nominations and Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago were able to submit 

two (2) nominations each.  There are likely to have many more 

nominations from the English Speaking Caribbean next year. 

 

3.7 Alfredo Boccia (responsible for Paraguay) reported that a National 

Committee was formed in Paraguay and he foresees great activities next 

year.  Efforts will be made to encourage the formation of a Committee in 

Argentina after the General Elections in that country.  Although there was 

no Committee, there is great interest in the MOW Program as can be 

seen by four (4) nominations being proposed for the Regional Register 

this year.  In Uruguay, the Committee has been very active, as can be 

seen by two (2) nominations being proposed this year. 

 

3.8 Guilherme Canela-Godoi reported on the activities taking place in Cuba 

and the Dominica Republic, which have submitted proposals in 2014. 

Rosa María and Sergio López-Ruelas reported that the Mexican 

committee was very active.  A ceremony was held for the inscription of 

three (3) collections to the Regional Register in 2013. There was a lot of 

publicity about the collections on the radio. The Committee was able to 

plan and execute the successful hosting of the 2014 Meeting and 

Conference.  It was also reported that the work that Miriam Mejía was 
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doing in Colombia has borne some fruit with the formation of their 

National Committee and the submission of five (5) nominations from 

Colombia in 2014, considering that she was a member of MOWLAC up to 

2013. 

 

3.9 Boyan Radoykov remarked that efforts should be made to give greater 

visibility to the two (2) new National Committees, in Paraguay and 

Colombia. The UNESCO and Regional Websites should be utilized to 

publish this great news.  He said that same tremendous amount of effort 

that is expended on the formation of new National Committees and 

inscription of new nominations should be made to publicize these 

achievements. 

 

3.10 Lourdes Blanco de Arroyo said that someone needs to be responsible for 

writing the releases for the Website to disseminate the information 

quickly. 

 

4.0 Presentation on UNESCO Recommendations about Safeguarding the 

Memory of the World by Mr. Boyan Radoykov, Section Chief of the 

Division of Universal Access and Preservation, UNESCO Knowledge 

Society Division. 

 

Mr. Radoykov explained that the draft recommendations which were 

developed at the Meeting of MOW experts (Warsaw 2014) were to be 

presented at the Meeting of the 38th Session of UNESCO’s General 

Conference in 2015.  In preparation for the meeting, the objective was to 

disseminate them as widely as possible and sensitize MOW experts so 

they could advise their respective governments, who will be required to 

submit comments. It was hoped that all contributions would be received 

to improve the text by the 5th January, 2015.  There was need for MOW 

experts to identify all the weak points in the recommendations being 

proposed now so that they can be adopted by all governments at the 

General Conference.  He stressed that recommendation had to be 

futuristic taking into consideration the preservation of all heritage, 

including digital heritage. 

 

4.1 Elizabeth Watson said that the recommendations which included the 

preservation of digital heritage may pose a challenge for Small Island 

Developing States (SIDS) since many of these territories have not kept 
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pace with the digital age and are being left behind and many of the 

heritage holdings are not in digital format.  She asked about what 

provisions were being made by UNESCO to help those countries to build 

capacity in this area. 

 

4.2 Boyan Radoykov stressed that the issues should be clearly defined and 

the roles of all stakeholder institutions at the international, regional and 

national levels identified. The International, Regional and National 

Committees have a role to play to build the momentum for preservation 

of documentary heritage in all formats by their various activities. Capacity 

building is an ongoing process. 

 

4.3 Carlos Henríquez-Consalvi said that there is increasing use of “the cloud” 

as a cheap option to make documentary heritage more accessible. 

Institutions using the Cloud have less control over their documentary 

heritage.  We should reflect on the challenges of Cloud computing. 

 

4.4 Lourdes Blanco de Arroyo said she was happy that the draft 

recommendations have been done. It signaled that there was already 

consensus among MOW experts. It was a balanced document and what 

was required was ample feedback on the recommendations, which 

should frame policy and strategy. 

 

4.5 Joseph Dager-Alva said that the draft recommendations were a very 

clean document with structure and that it was good strategy by UNESCO. 

 

4.6 There was discussion on Section 1.3, page 3, of the draft 

recommendations whether “de-selecting” should be deleted.   

 

4.7 Boyan Radoy Kov recommended that the MOWLAC Committee should 

work on Policy Guidelines for implementation by engaging the Foreign 

Affairs Ministries/Departments and National Commissions in their 

countries so that their respective Governments could respond positively 

to the recommendation from an informed position. 

 

Resolution 2  

In the interest of time, it was agreed that members of the present 

MOWLAC Committee should read the recommendations and submit any 

comments to the President by the end of November, 2014. 
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5.0 Discussion of 2014 nominations for the Regional Register. 

 

5.1 Jesuit Collection of the Main Library – National University of Córdoba.  

The Jesuits played a significant role in colonial America and this is 

recorded by the many documentary heritage collections which may be 

found in many countries of Latin America. The collection at this heritage 

site library is significant in its own right.  There was little doubt that this 

Collection was important and had Regional impact but concerns were 

raised that the regional significance was not fully explained in the 

nomination form. This was the major deficiency of this nomination, 

however, the nomination was finally accepted by a majority vote. 

 

Resolution 3 

The application was approved for inclusion in the “Memory of the World 

Register for Latin America and the Caribbean”, considering that is 

significant for the collective memory of Latin American and Caribbean 

society, according to the guidelines issued by MOW/UNESCO and the 

criteria established therein. 

 

5.2 Villa Ocampo Documentation Center. The value of the collection is the 

SUR Magazine which is part of the nomination. In addition, this author 

was famous for outstanding work and was able to establish close 

connections among award-winning authors in Europe and Latin America. 

The major deficiencies identified were that the title of the nomination 

suggested that the house was being nominated. In addition, there were 

copies of some documents, which should not form part of the documents 

which were being nominated.  In spite of the deficiencies identified, it 

was a general view that it had enough regional impact to be included in 

the Register. 

 

Resolution 4 

The application was approved for inclusion in the “Memory of the World 

Register for Latin America and the Caribbean”, considering that is 

significant for the collective memory of Latin American and Caribbean 

society, according to the guidelines issued by MOW/UNESCO and the 

criteria established therein.  
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5.3 Documentary collection of “Monsignor Pablo Cabrera”.  The Committee 

was of the view that the collection was important to the region.  The 

nomination focused on Argentina and did not establish the regional 

significance. 

 

Resolution 5 

The application was not approved for inscription but it was 

recommended that the nominator be guided, because the nomination 

has potential and should be written to show clearly the regional 

significance. 

 

5.4 Worker Memory in CeDinci’s collection of Argentina and Latin America 

Press Publications: A Century of History: 1863-1970. This application is not 

unique material and is mainly local in content and impact. The Committee was 

of the view that this collection was suitable for the National Register. 

 

Resolution 6 

The application was approved for inclusion in the “Memory of the World 

Register for Latin America and the Caribbean”, considering that is 

significant for the collective memory of Latin American and Caribbean 

society, according to the guidelines issued by MOW/UNESCO and the 

criteria established therein. 

 

5.5 Writ of Habeas Corpus on toilet paper by Dr. Reynaldo Peters Arzabe. 

This document, worthy of being followed up on, was an isolated signal 

case that changed the course of justice and impacted on the legal and 

political system.  However, there were reservations concerning the safety 

of the original. 

 

Resolution7 

This application was not approved. However, the Committee 

recommended that the application could be submitted with assurances 

to be given as to the location and safety of the original.  

  



 

11 
 

 

5.6 Collection of the Brazilian Army Health Corps in the Paraguay War.  While 

it was noted that the Paraguay war was of regional significance, this 

current application did not establish the regional significance and had 

certain deficiencies in its presentation. 

 

Resolution 8 

This application was not approved but the nominator will be advised 

about the deficiencies identified so a better presentation could be made. 

 

5.7 Founding Legal Documents of the Republic of Cuba (1903-1934).  The 

seven (7) treaties which made up this collection had regional significance 

because of the marked impact they had on relations in Latin America. 

 

Resolution 9 

The application was approved for inclusion in the “Memory of the World 

Register for Latin America and the Caribbean”, considering that is 

significant for the collective memory of Latin American and Caribbean 

society, according to the guidelines issued by MOW/UNESCO and the 

criteria established therein. 

 

5.8 The President welcomed all to the second day of analysis of nominations 

and stressed that the Committeee, in considering the nominations, 

should also take into consideration the great efforts made by the various 

institutions to compile the nominations for the register.  Colombia and 

Argentina had made great efforts and submitted a total of nine (9) 

nominations: four (4) from Argentina and five (5) from Colombia. 

 

5.9 The Colonial Council of the City of Medellin: Colony Section, Medellin 

Historical Archive Council Fond. This collection being proposed was of 

national significance although there were hints in the preparation of its 

regional import.  There seemed to be translation issues as the Spanish 

presentation did substantiate the regional significance. 

 

Resolution 10 

The application was approved for inclusion in the “Memory of the World 

Register for Latin America and the Caribbean”, considering that is 

significant for the collective memory of Latin American and Caribbean 
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society, according to the guidelines issued by MOW/UNESCO and the 

criteria established therein. 

 

5.10 Tiberio Lives Today: Testimonial about the life of the Martyr Tiberio 

Fernández-Mafla. This was a well-known landmark case in Colombia 

which had far-reaching implications for human rights not only in 

Colombia but in Latin America and the world. The document is of 

extraordinary historical value.  As a result of the great import of this 

document all attempts should be made for its safety and preservation. 

 

Resolution 11 

The application was approved for inclusion in the “Memory of the World 

Register for Latin America and the Caribbean”, considering that is 

significant for the collective memory of Latin American and Caribbean 

society, according to the guidelines issued by MOW/UNESCO and the 

criteria established therein. 

 

5.11 Antioquia’s Audio-visual Memory: A key component to understand the 

reality of the Region and to evolve into a peaceful society. This Regional 

Public Television archive, which gives insight into Colombia’s history, was 

very significant to the people of Colombia and national in scope.  Its 

regional significance was not demonstrated.   

 

Resolution 12 

The application was not approved due to the lack of evidence of regional 

significance. 

 

5.12 Section 3: Notaries of Cartagena, 1790 – 1980.  Since the Americas 

became better known to the western world in 1492, there were notaries 

that participated in the first expression of the Conquest. As such, the 

documents provided valuable information on the roots of business 

transactions, black trade, spirituality, and the abolition of slavery, among 

other things, but this information in the documents was specific to 

Colombia and the link showing its importance in the regional context was 

not made. 

 

Lourdes observed that many of the nominations from Latin America 

seem to stress the regional significance but referring to regions within 

their countries, so there seems to be a problem in understanding the 
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definition of “regional significance” as required on the form.  This should 

be clarified in MOWLAC’s application form.  The scope of activities in 

Cartagena was important to the whole region before the countries 

became independent. 

 

Resolution 13: 

The application was not approved, because the regional significance was 

not explicitly stated and the version in English needed to be clearer.  It 

was recommended that the reason for non-acceptance be conveyed to 

the nominator through official correspondence. 

 

5.13 Pedro Antonio Restrepo-Escovar Collection, 1848 - 1882.  The Collection 

of personal diaries written from 1848 to 1882 about the author’s family 

life, travels, political struggles and the economic development of 

Antioquia and Colombia is an interesting collection of national import. 

The regional significance was not explored or explicitly stated.  In 

addition it was not the original documents which were being nominated 

but copies.   

 

Resolution 14 

This application was not approved because its regional significance was 

not explored and it was not an original collection but a copy. 

 

5.14 The Roger Mais Collection of published and unpublished manuscripts, 

plays and poems, perpetuates the true legacy of one of the first post-

colonial literary figures to emerge in the former British Empire.  The 

nomination explored the significance of the Collection not only in 

Jamaican and Caribbean literary political history but in the whole field of 

post-colonial literature in English. 

 

Resolution 15 

The application was approved for inclusion in the “Memory of the World 

Register for Latin America and the Caribbean”, considering that is 

significant for the collective memory of Latin American and Caribbean 

society, according to the guidelines issued by MOW/UNESCO and the 

criteria established therein. 
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5.15 The Patents (Land Grants) 1661 – 1940.  A collection of handwritten 

libers which document the historiography of land in Jamaica during the 

colonial era, providing very valuable information on migration of persons 

from UK to Jamaica. 

 

Resolution 16 

The application was approved for inclusion in the “Memory of the World 

Register for Latin America and the Caribbean”, considering that is 

significant for the collective memory of Latin American and Caribbean 

society, according to the guidelines issued by MOW/UNESCO and the 

criteria established therein. 

 

5.16 The Mexican Chef. The famous cookbook of an independent 

organization, this is regarded as the most important recipe book in 19th-

century Mexico, which became popular throughout Latin America and the 

Caribbean and influenced the creation of other such books across the 

Americas.  A rare first edition printed on rag paper. 

 

Resolution 17 

The application was approved for inclusion in the “Memory of the World 

Register for Latin America and the Caribbean”, considering that is 

significant for the collective memory of Latin American and Caribbean 

society, according to the guidelines issued by MOW/UNESCO and the 

criteria established therein. 

 

5.17 Aerial Photographic Collection of the ICA Foundation Historical Archives.  

A rich collection of aerial photographs of Mexico belonging to the ICA 

Foundation, and including El Salvador, Nicaragua, Honduras, Belize and 

Guatemala as well, depicting the changing urban development from 

1930 to 1990.  The images include urban zones, lakes, lagoons, dams, 

forest areas, water bodies and coastlines.  It is also reflective of the 

growing development of aerial photography in the 19th and 20th 

centuries. 

 

Resolution 18 

The application was approved for inclusion in the “Memory of the World 

Register for Latin America and the Caribbean”, considering that is 

significant for the collective memory of Latin American and Caribbean 
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society, according to the guidelines issued by MOW/UNESCO and the 

criteria established therein. 

 

5.18 The Maria Jesus Alvarado-Rivera Archive consists of personal items, 

manuscripts, letters, emails, photographs and her library reflecting the 

feminism movement in the early decades of the century.  However the 

regional significance of her contribution was not explicitly explored. 

 

Resolution 19 

Not approved because the regional significance was not explicitly 

explored. It was recommended that a letter be written to the nominator 

explain that the Museum pieces should not be included as part of the 

collection and the regional significance of the collection should be 

explored explicitly. 

 

5.19 Cartographic Documents on Hispaniola Island and Caribbean Islands of 

the Colonial Period.  This application of a collection of maps did not give 

a full description or explanation of the documentary heritage being 

proposed.  There was need for the form to be completed fully in order for 

the application to be considered.  

 

Resolution 20 

This application was not approved because of lack of relevant details on 

the form.  It was recommended that the nominator should seek to 

complete the form fully. 

 

5.20 Fradique Lizardo Dominican Folklore Fond. This valuable collection of 

Folklore recordings represents field work on Dominican Folk Music from 

the 1940s to the 1950s. Although the application should have paid 

greater attention to critical details the Committee was able to recognize 

the value of this significant collection. 

 

Resolution 21 

The application was approved for inclusion in the “Memory of the World 

Register for Latin America and the Caribbean”, considering that is 

significant for the collective memory of Latin American and Caribbean 

society, according to the guidelines issued by MOW/UNESCO and the 

criteria established therein. 
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6.0 MOWLAC Database of collections on the Regional Register.  

 

6.1 In the interest of time, Lourdes presented a MOWLAC database which 

she was in the process of designing, on which all the nominations which 

were accepted on the MOWLAC register could be made accessible to the 

public.  The database could also feature all the Latin American and 

Caribbean nominations on the International Register.  It was proposed 

that the entries in the database be presented in three (3) languages, 

Spanish, English and Portuguese. 

 

Resolution 22 

It was agreed that Lourdes Blanco de Arroyo should send the database 

to all members to review and propose suggestions of any additional 

fields for the improvement.  

 

Lourdes also proposed that a book of all the nominations of the 

MOWLAC’s register be published. This book should be similar to the one 

produced on the nominations of the International Register. 

 

7.0 Continuation of Discussions on 2014 Nominations for the Regional 

Register 

 

7.1 The Anson Gonzalez Collection reflecting the personal life of this 

champion of poets in the Caribbean. The scope of this collection beyond 

the boundary of Trinidad and Tobago was well established, its regional 

significance was explicit and it was well written. 

 

Resolution 23 

The application was approved for inclusion in the “Memory of the World 

Register for Latin America and the Caribbean”, considering that is 

significant for the collective memory of Latin American and Caribbean 

society, according to the guidelines issued by MOW/UNESCO and the 

criteria established therein. 
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7.2 Father Gerard Pantin, Servol Collection.  A Spanish translation of this 

nomination was not submitted.  This was not in keeping with the rules, so 

the nomination could not be considered. 

 

Resolution 24 

This application was not complete since the Spanish translation was not 

submitted and so was not evaluated. 

 

7.3 The Calender of Jorge Tiscornia, Bazzi Collection of documents is a 

record of events of Tiscornia Bazzi’s imprisonment from 1972 to 1985, 

which he kept hidden. An extraordinary collection, critical to human rights 

in the region, it was considered a very unique and well written 

nomination.   

 

Resolution 25 

The application was approved for inclusion in the “Memory of the World 

Register for Latin America and the Caribbean”, considering that is 

significant for the collective memory of Latin American and Caribbean 

society, according to the guidelines issued by MOW/UNESCO and the 

criteria established therein. Also, MOWLAC Committee recommend that 

this application should be submitted to the International Register. 

 

7.4 Photographic Archive of the Montevideo’s Photography Centre. This 

extensive collection of images from 1865 to 2011 documents Uruguay’s 

photographic history. The images were not originals and did not state the 

regional significance. 

 

 

Resolution 25 

This application was not approved for inscription because the regional 

significance was not shown. 

 

8.0 Final Discussions 

 

8.1  Frequency of MOWLAC’s Future Meetings 

 

Guilherme Canela said that the frequency of MOWLAC’S Meeting should 

be considered and suggested that perhaps the meeting could be held 
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every two years as is the practice with the International Committee.  This 

would permit nominators to have more time to work on their 

nominations.   

 

He said that one objective of the annual meeting was to encourage the 

submission of nominations and maintain visibility of the MOW program in 

Latin America and the Caribbean, both of which have been achieved.  It 

was pointed out that we needed to check MOWLAC’s by-laws, which will 

have to be changed if the suggestion of meeting every two (2) years is 

adopted. 

 

Lourdes Blanco de Arroyo suggested that perhaps one year the meeting 

could be devoted to hosting workshops to assist countries with the 

application process, followed by the general meeting the following year. 

 

Carlos Henríquez-Consalvi felt that the annual meetings were a good way 

of holding the membership together and promoting the program. 

 

Elizabeth Watson suggested that while the Committee should meet every 

year perhaps the nomination cycle could be extended to two (2) years. 

 

Joseph Dager said we have to look at the by-laws; there would not be 

much carry over. The Committee can meet every year and nominations 

every two years.  

 

 Alfredo Boccia asked if the issue was budgetary; the International 

Committee meets every two (2) years for nominations.  The annual 

meetings have the effect of making things more dynamic.  The meeting 

of the Committee with the nominations will be analyzed along with other 

activities of the Committee.  We can also have workshops. 

 

Rita asked about the role of the National Committees and whether they 

would be doing other jobs. She said she would like to have more time to 

study the nominations and felt that we needed to give more time for 

nominators to make corrections. 

 

Boyan Radoykov said that we should not think about or make money our 

main concern to determine our activities. The main concern should be to 

increase the quality of the nominations we have been getting. 
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Resolution 26 

Elizabeth Watson, Lourdes Blanco de Arroyo and Rosa María Fernández 

de Zamora agreed to view the by-laws to advise if we can change the 

frequency of the meetings from every year to every two years.  

 

8.2 Venue for 2015 MOWLAC Meeting 

 

Sergio López-Ruelas said that we had to decide on the venue for the 

2015 meeting. Alfredo Boccia, Paraguay, indicated that he would ask 

and revert to the President shortly. Guilherme said that attempts should 

be made to have a representative from Venezuela on the Committee. In 

addition to that, four members would have completed their term of four 

years and would have to be replaced in 2015.  He outlined the procedure 

for the new members. National Commissions will be asked to collect CVs 

of experts to submit for consideration.  

 

8.3  Sergio López-Ruelas said that at the last meeting we had decided on 

several things which were achieved.   

 

 We proposed last year that Carlos Silva Ditadi will continue to 

administer the MOWLAC website to input news of activities. 

 

 We had agreed that the Presidency of MOWLAC should be rotated 

in the following way: two terms from the Spanish-speaking 

countries and 1 term from the English-speaking.   

 

 We had agreed to have another adviser from the English-Speaking 

Caribbean. 

 

 To increase nominations and we have had 23 nominations.   

 

 We needed to give advisory support to Cuba, Dominican Republic. 

  

This year it was agreed that: 

 The advisors would reflect on what we had discussed to make 

suggestions on how to move ahead to encourage the MOW 

program among children and young people. 
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 Consideration is given to the Book of MOWLAC’s nominations 

proposed by Lourdes. 

 

 Joseph will be in charge of preparing the first draft of the FAQ for 

the website. 

 

 Lourdes to send her proposed database to all members. 

 

 Everyone will contribute to the Website articles, etc., on activities.   

 

 All members will send Sergio their comments on the draft 

recommendations by the last day of November. 

 

 The application form to be submitted in both languages. Should be 

more explicit.  Regional significance not stated in the right place.  

We should edit the form. This would be done by Carlos Henríquez-

Consalvi and Joseph Dager-Alva before the Call for Nominations 

next April. 

 

 The Secretariat to contact the nominees informing them of the 

outcome of their nominations. 

 

 A small Editorial Committee comprising Lourdes Blanco, Carlos 

Silva Ditadi, Sergio López and Joan Osborne will work out the 

logistics of the MOWLAC Book of nominations. 

 

 

9.0  Closing Remarks 

 

Mr. Boyan Radoykov 

Thanked everyone for being present. He said that he learned a lot.  His 

presence at the meeting was testimony to the work that the Committee 

has done. 

 

Guilherme Canela-Godoi 
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Said he was pleased to have been a part of the meeting. MOW was one 

of the most solid international programs of UNESCO’s organizing 

committee. 

 

The President thanked everyone.  

 

This was followed by the Distribution of: 

 

 Certificates to participants. 

 

 Certificates of nominations. 

 

The meeting was then brought to a close. 

 

 

November 16th, 2014 

 

 

 

 

 


