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Sir, Madam, 
 
On behalf of the Director-General, I am pleased to invite the submission of new 
nomination proposals for inscription on UNESCO’s Memory of the World International 
Register. These new proposals will be examined during the 2014/2015 session. 
 
Nominations, in English or French only, should be submitted preferably by email, or by 
mail accompanied by an electronic version, in Word, RTF or Open Office format to Ms 
Joie Springer, Programme Specialist (Tel.: 33(0)1 45 68 44 97, email: 
mowsecretariat@unesco.org) before 31 March 2014. All other formats will delay the 
processing of the nomination, and submissions received after this date will be studied in 
the 2016/2017 session only.  
 
The attached revised form which was introduced in 2011 should be used to enable a 
better evaluation of the nomination. The General Guidelines to Safeguard Documentary 
Heritage (CII-95/WS-11rev) and the Register Companion provide more detailed 
information about submission procedures and both documents as well as the 
nomination form can be downloaded from the MoW website at: 
http://www.unesco.org/webworld/en/mow. Copies can also be obtained upon request. 
 
I should like to draw your attention to the fact that individual nominations are limited to 
two per country, but there is no restriction on the number of joint nominations between 
two or more countries. Since the nominations are posted on the Programme's website, 
we should appreciate receiving illustrations such as photographs or images (TIFF, GIF, 
JPEG formats), and sound or video recordings (real-media). As the images and 
soundclips which are submitted may often be used by the UNESCO Secretariat in 
Memory of the World publicity material, an authorization for their reuse for non-profit 
purposes should be included with the nomination. The form is attached herewith and 
can also be downloaded from the MoW website. 
 
The Register, which currently lists 300 items from more than 100 countries, is a 
compendium of documents, manuscripts, audiovisual materials, and library, museum 
and archives holdings or collections of world significance. These items of documentary 
heritage have been identified by the International Advisory Committee of the Memory of 
the World Programme as being of universal significance and serve as a model for 
Member States to identify, list and preserve both national and regional heritage.  
 
To date some countries have already established national registers but I also wish to 
encourage your Committee, if it has not already done so, to set up a national 
documentary heritage register which will reinforce the International Register. 
 
    Yours sincerely, 

    
    Jānis Kārkliņš 


