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MINUTES OF THE 18TH MEETING OF MOWLAC/UNESCO, 25-27 OCTOBER 

2017 IN WILLEMSTAD, CURAZAO 

 

On Wednesday, 25 October at 9:00 a.m., the meeting was formally opened by the 

authorities of Curaçao and MOWLAC staff: 

 

    - Speech by the Secretary-General of the National Commission for UNESCO in 

Curaçao, Mrs. Marva Browne 

 

   - Speech by the MOWLAC Secretary, Mr. Guilherme Canela 

 

   - Speech by the MOWLAC President, Mrs. Rita Tjien Fooh 

 

   - Speech by the representative of the Minister of Education and Culture of 

Curaçao. 

 

After the official opening, at 11:00 a.m., a MOWLAC workshop was given for 

cultural heritage institutions in Curaçao with the participation of members of 

archives, libraries, museums, and Government officials. 

 

MEETING DEVELOPMENT 

 

Wednesday, 25 October 

 

After welcoming the members present and a round of introductions, the agenda 

was approved for the 15th Annual Meeting of MOWLAC. 

 

Members present: 

 

Rita Tjien Fooh (Surinam) 

 

Carlos Ditadi (Brazil)  

 

Alfonso Blijden (St. Maarten) 

 

Luis Oporto (Bolivia) 

 

Alfredo Boccia-Paz (Paraguay) 
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Carlos Henríquez-Consalvi (El Salvador): absent when the Meeting began, it was 

announced that he would arrive the next day. 

 

Gabriel Saldivia (Venezuela) 

 

Yolia Tortolero (Mexico) 

 

Richenel Ansano (Curaçao) 

 

Guadalupe García (Panama) 

 

Sandra Moresco (Argentina) 

 

Pedro Navas (Ecuador) 

 

Lygia Maria Guimaraes (Brazil) 

 

Guilherme Canela (UNESCO) 

 

Absent: Christopher Varlack (Virgin Islands) 

 

Reports on objectives and agreements from the last meeting 

 

1) The minutes of the meeting in Mar del Plata last year were approved 

beforehand by email.   

 

Rita Tjien Fooh reported that last year the application form was adjusted, and 

posted on the MOWLAC blog. She proposed to finalize, at this meeting, changes in 

the frequently asked questions (FAQs). It was decided to discuss them the last day 

of the Meeting. 

 

2) MOWLAC Book. It is printed, but still needs an ISBN. This issue will only be 

resolved next year (Preservation of documentary heritage). The other book is the 

compilation of all collections registered. This book is still being constructed. 

 

3) Reports on activities of the national committees: 

 

St. Maarten. Alfonso Blijden was elected as MOWLAC President just before the 

hurricane that scourged the Island, so the Meeting – originally planned for there – 
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to be relocated. They expect to submit proposals next year. A workshop was 

planned on how to fill in the MOWLAC form, at the meeting that was suspended. 

 

Brazil: There were numerous workshops and regional activities, well organized and 

with favorable results. This year, 23 proposals were made for the National 

Register. A workshop was organized by the Federal University of Minas Gerais. 

The Committee made a statement against attempts to remove Paulo Freire’s name 

from documents honoring him. Two statements were presented to the Regional 

MOWLAC and one for the International. The Brazil Committee’ blog is up to date. 

Mexico. The Regular Meeting held in January 2017 elected new officers. Memory 

of the World certificates were given out, in the Palace of Mining, for the collections 

registered in 2016. This year, Mexican Memory’s registers were updated. 

MOWLAC registers harmed by the September 2017 earthquakes were also 

evaluated and recovered. 

 

Venezuela. The Committee is restructuring and attempting to incorporate a mix of 

individuals and institutional representatives. They have faced difficulties due to the 

nation’s situation. 

 

Bolivia. The National Committee held the annual workshop and brought proposals 

to MOWLAC. The Committee is strengthened and functioning. The Puentes 

magazine has been published regularly. The Program has spread to more parts of 

the country. 

 

Ecuador. The National Committee has weakened. With the Ministry of Culture’s 

support, the Government will attempt to help reactivate its activities next year. 

Argentina. There is no National Committee. There was a meeting in 2015 to form 

one, but its institutionalization did not continue. They will organize meetings to 

pressure for this. 

 

Panama. They have no Committee, either. They are also working to form a core 

group of institutions that could found it. 

 

Paraguay. The National Committee continues working, but not completely. They 

attempted to prepare two submissions, but they were not completed in time. The 

membership will be re-structured early next year. 

 

4) Evaluation of the requirements to nominate for MOWLAC (format, language, 

digital collections). 
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Carlos Ditadi described the difficulty with some digitized presentations. It is 

proposed to present it in PDF format. A space for signatures can be separate from 

the form. It was decided to get back to this question on the last day of the meeting. 

 

The President brought up Haiti’s question about not including the French language 

among the submission options. The issue was discussed, reaching the conclusion 

that it is impossible to include every language in this continent. This must be 

explained in the FAQs, as well as the importance of a good translation into the 

second language. 

Regarding the proposal evaluation form, it is approved to start using it next year, in 

order to make criteria uniform. 

 

5) The need was stressed to validate the International Register of applications 

approved from Latin America and the Caribbean, to include them formally on the 

MOWLAC List. It was proposed for the new Chair of MOWLAC to take care of this. 

 

Analysis of new proposals for MOWLAC 

 

1. BRAZIL 

 

García Circus Archive 

 

Circus Memory Center –Municipal Secretariat of Culture, São Paulo. 

 

Presented by: Alfonso Blijden 

 

Resolution: Not accepted. The form requires documents to be publicly accessible, 

which is not true in this case. The regional significance is insufficiently sustained. It 

was decided to send a letter to the authors, explaining the defects they should 

correct for future consideration. 

 

2. CUBA  

  

The National Literacy Campaign, its international legacy: The Venceremos 

workbook, the Alfabeticemos manual and the letters to Fidel 

 

National Museum of the Literacy Campaign, Enrique José University of 

Pedagogical Science.  
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Presented by: Gabriel Saldivia 

 

We discussed the confusion produced by the title and the limits of the proposed 

documents. Approved by majority vote, on the condition of consulting with the 

applicants to see whether they would agree to change the title to make it shorter 

and more precise. 

 

Thursday, 26 October 

 

The analysis of proposals continued. In the afternoon, Carlos Henríquez-Consalvi 

from El Salvador joined the group. 

 

3. MEXICO  

 

Fond of Viceroys’ Correspondence, 1664-1821 

 

National Archives of Mexico   

 

Presented by: Alfredo Boccia 

 

This nomination was approved unanimously. 

 

4. CURAZAO, ST. MAARTEN and SURINAME 

 

Documentary heritage of enslaved people in the Dutch Caribbean and their 

descendants (1830-1969) 

 

- The National Archives of Curaçao 

 

- The National Archives of Suriname 

 

- The National Bureau of Archeology and Anthropology of Curaçao (NAAM) 

 

- Department of Records Management (Government of St. Maarten)   

 

Presented by: Yolia Tortolero 
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Prior to this analysis, Chair Rita Tjien Fooh suggested that, since members of the 

three applicant countries were present, it would be good for them to step out for a 

moment while the nomination was discussed. After a brief discussion, it was 

decided that this measure would not be necessary. 

 

Approved unanimously with the recommendation to submit the proposal to the 

International Register. 

 

5.  BOLIVIA   

 

Distribution of Land by Inca Huayna Kapac (1556 – 1578) 

 

Historical Archive and Municipal Periodicals Collection of the Autonomous 

Municipal Government of Cochabamba 

 

Presented by: Carlos Ditadi 

 

This nomination was approved unanimously. 

 

6. COLOMBIA  

 

Letter from Jamaica, Simón Bolívar, 1815 

“Jorge Palacios Preciado" General Archives of the Nation, Colombia. 

 

Presented by: Sandra Moresco 

 

Approved. Added to the nomination by Ecuador of the Letter from Jamaica, 

approved at the 2016 MOWLAC Meeting in Mar del Plata. 

 

7. COSTA RICA  

 

Central American Court of Justice 

 

National Archives, Costa Rica   

 

Presented by: Pedro Navas-Cumba 

 

Approved unanimously with the recommendation to submit the proposal to the 

International Register. 
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8. HAITI  

 

Fond from the Archives of the Art Center “Memory of Haitian Art, the history 

of a creative place” 

 

Centre d’Art   

 

Presented by: Luis Oporto 

 

The defects of the application’s translation were discussed. It was decided to 

approve it, on the condition of their re-sending improved translations. 

 

9. BRAZIL   

 

FRANCISCO CURT LANGE COLLECTION OF MUSICAL DOCUMENTS 

 

Museu da Inconfidência  

 

Presented by: Luis Oporto  

 

This nomination was approved unanimously. 

 

10.  CUBA  

 

Cuban movie posters 

 

Cuba’s Cinemateca  

 

Presented by: Guadalupe García-Rivera 

 

This nomination was approved unanimously. 

 

11. DOMINICAN REPUBLIC  

  

Crystal Negatives, Alfredo Senior de La Pax Fond 

 

Centro de la Imagen 
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Presented by: Alfonso Blijden 

 

Not approved, because its scope is of national interest rather than regional. 

 

12. ARGENTINA  

 

Documentary Heritage about Human Rights in Argentina 1976-1983 

*(Accepted on the Register in 2007. This year's nomination is an addition to the 

collection included in 2007.) 

 

National Archives of the Memory, Argentina   

 

Presented by: Yolia Tortolero 

 

This nomination was approved unanimously. 

 

13. DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

 

Ecos del Valle Newspaper Collection (1916-1970) 

 

Presented by: Lygia Guimaraes 

 

This nomination was not approved because the support medium is not original 

and because the collection is not complete. 

 

14. BOLIVIA  

 

Steam-driven Minting Machinery   

 

Casa Bolívar, Library Archive and Numismatic Cabinet. 

 

This was to be presented by Christopher Varlack. Because he was absent, Alfonso 

Blijden read it. 

 

This presentation was not approved for not fully complying with the regional 

significance criteria. It was observed by Alfredo Boccia, and the initial report by 

Christopher Varlack recommending approval was reverted.  

 

15. MEXICO  



 
 
 
 
 

9 
 

 

Negatives and slides of photographs by Leo Matiz 

 

Leo Matiz Foundation   

 

This was to be presented by Christopher Varlack. Because he was absent, Carlos 

Ditadi read it. 

 

This presentation was not approved because it did not meet the public access 

requirements. The applicants need to more clearly indicate who is the collection’s 

official owner, and must more clearly explain the classification by series to better 

assess the entire content. 

 

16. URUGUAY  

 

Arturo E. Xalambrí Cervantine Collection (1888-1975)  

  

University of Montevideo, Center for Documentation and Studies on Ibero-America. 

  

Presented by: Richenel Ansano 

 

Approved unanimously. 

 

17. MEXICO 

 

Testimonial Cinematographic Collections on the Mexican Revolution 1898-

1932   

 

Filmoteca of the Autonomous National University of Mexico (UNAM).  

  

Presented by: Carlos Ditadi 

 

Approved unanimously, with the recommendation to submit it to the International 

Register. 

 

18. BOLIVIA 

  

Royal Ordinance to Establish and Instruct Army and Province Intendentes in 

the Viceroyalty of Buenos Aires. 1872. 
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Library and Historical Archive of the Pluri-national Legislative Assembly of the 

Pluri-national State of Bolivia 

 

Central Library of the Major University of San Andrés  

  

Presented by: Alfredo Boccia 

 

Approved unanimously. 

 

19. MEXICO  

 

Canvas from Quauhquechollan. Historical – Cartographic Document from the 

16th Century 

 

Constitutional Governor of the Free, Sovereign State of Puebla 

 

Secretary of Culture and Tourism 

 

Director-General of the Public Decentralized Agency: “Puebla Museums”. 

 

Presented by: Carlos Henríquez-Consalvi 

 

Approved unanimously, with the recommendation to submit it to the International 

Register. 

 

20. BOLIVIA   

 

Documents from the Triangular Plan for political and financial control of the 

Bolivia Mining Corporation (1960-1970)   

 

Historical Archive of the Bolivian National Mining Corporation   

 

Presented by: Carlos Henríquez-Consalvi 

 

Approved unanimously. 

 

21. PERU  
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Proceedings of the Founding of Lima, 18 January 1535 

 

Cultural Management Office, Metropolitan Municipality of Lima 

 

Presented by: Rita Tjien Fooh 

 

Approved unanimously, with the recommendation to submit it to the International 

Register. 

 

After finishing the presentation of proposals submitted to the Committee, a vote of 

applause was decided for Rosa María Fernández de Zamora for her meritorious 

participation in MOWLAC from its founding in 2000 up to 2007 and her continuation 

thereafter as an advisor. She was appointed an honorary member of the Regional 

Committee. 
 

Friday, 27 October 

 

- The answer was received from the Cuban applicant, who agreed to the 

suggested title change. 

 

- General information from Guilherme Canela: 

 

- Suggestions from MOWLAC about UNESCO’s recommendations to enhance the 

Secretariat’s collaboration. 

 

- It was also requested to improve the quality and frequency of the information 

reaching the International Committee of UNESCO. 

 

- Concern was expressed about safeguarding the MOWLAC archives. These 

archives are scattered among several computers and on the blog. 

 

- Guilherme Canela explained the possibility of using a UNESCO platform 

restricted to certain members, to upload MOWLAC documents there. This proposal 

is subject to the decision by the new Committee. 

 

- Next year’s meeting: CILAC Panama will meet (22-24 October 2018) for the Latin 

America and Caribbean Open Science Forum. It will be possibility to link MOWLAC 

and the Science Forum, with a panel of experts on preserving documentary 

heritage and take advantage of the occasion to hold our meeting in Panama. It was 
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proposed to ask Guadalupe García to check whether the Government of Panama 

would be willing to provide local logistics. 

 

- Outgoing members: It was requested to devise a new category to keep former 

members involved. This decision will be made by the new Committee. 

 

- MOWLAC’s financial standing vis-à-vis UNESCO's situation. The possibility of 

generating projects to make national meetings self-sustaining was discussed. 

Guilherme Canela enumerated several potential areas of action in the area of 

documentary heritage. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Yolia Tortolero presented the current status of the questions listed since the 

meeting Quito. 

 

- It was agreed to take the form as the document on the basis of which a 

nomination is to be evaluated. The attachments are only for support. 

 

- It is fundamental to prove accessibility to the heritage that is postulated. 

 

- The form must specify the technical characteristics of digitized images and 

videos, as well as the limits on megabytes that attachments can have. 

 

- There must be a separate document for authorized signatures. 

 

- How to have a prior evaluation or review, to validate applications before the 

application deadline closes was discussed. No conclusion was reached. 

- The need to improve the quality of translations was stressed. Further, the 

instructions to follow the Guidelines and Companion must be emphasized … This 

issue has admittedly been postponed for several years. It was decided to work on 

a draft today. 

 

Election of new MOWLAC board: 
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Guilherme Canela, Secretary of the Regional Committee of the Memory of the 

World Program of UNESCO, begins the session by noting that according to the 

MOWLAC rules and regulations, the new board must be elected for the next 

period, and that for this purpose 5 new members will be included who will remain in 

office for 4 years, in replacement of the five members who have already completed 

their term for which they were appointed. These replacements are: 

•  Lygia Guimaraes (Brazil) replaces Carlos Silva Ditadi 

•  Richenel Anzano (Curaçao) replaces Rita Tjien Fooh 

•  Guadalupe García (Panama) replaces Carlos Henríquez 

•  Sandra Moresco (Argentina) replaces Alfredo Boccia 

•  Pedro Navas (Ecuador) replaces Gabriel Saldivia 

 

He then asks the outgoing members of the Committee to wait outside the room, 

while the election of the board for the period 2018-2019 is held, with the new 

members 

that were integrated. 

 

Guilherme Canela, requests to submit candidacies to proceed to the election.  

Yolia Tortero, proposes Luis Oporto for the Presidency. 

 

Once the candidature was accepted, and given that there is no other candidacy, 

the members of the Committee elect by an absolute majority Luis Oporto to the 

position of President. 

 

Luis Oporto immediately assumes the Presidency and expresses his gratitude for 

the appointment as well as his commitment to the activities and management of 
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the Committee. 

 

To elect the positions of Vice Presidents and Rapporteur, nominations are 

requested. 

 

Guadalupe García proposes Yolia Tortero and Richenel Anzano as vice 

presidents. 

 

Once the candidatures were accepted, Yolia Tortero and Richenel Anzano are 

elected by an absolute majority as First and Second Vice-President respectively, 

and Sandra Moresco as Rapporteur. 

 

The MOWLAC Board for the period 2018-2019 is constituted. Guilherme Canela, 

requests the members of the Committee to enter the room, and announces the 

results of the elections. 

 

Certificates were given to outgoing members: 

 

- Carlos Henríquez-Consalvi 

 

- Carlos Ditadi 

 

- Gabriel Saldivia 

 

- Alfredo Boccia-Paz 

 

Rita Tjien Fooh, outgoing President of MOWLAC and Luis Oporto, new President, 

spoke briefly. 

 

Certificates for approved collections were signed. 

 

The meeting was adjourned.   


